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be bread band bios
Brandon Ross is a guitarist/composer/singer/songwriter who is best known as the musical director for renowned jazz singer Cassandra Wilson. Ross studied at the Berklee College of Music and at Hampshire College. He has crafted a personal approach to jazz guitar, and improvisation that has taken him all over the world and allowed him to work with a wide range of artists from across the musical spectrum, including Henry Threadgill, Jewel, Tony Williams, Arto Lindsay, The Lounge Lizards, Leroy Jenkins, Butch Morris, Bill Frisell, Me'Shell N'degeocello, Moreno Veloso, Arrested Development, Archie Shepp, Don Byron, Ron Miles, Oliver Lake, Bill Laswell, Zeena Parkins, Michelle Branch and Wadada Leo Smith. Ross co-leads the Pan-African avant power trio, Harriet Tubman with bassist Melvin Gibbs and drummer JT Lewis. He also composes for his acoustic based quartet Blazing Beauty and the acoustic string duo, For Living Lovers with bass guitarist Stomu Takeishi.

Cuong Vu was six when his family left their home in Vietnam and moved to Seattle, Washington. When he was 11 his mother gave him a trumpet to satisfy his musical curiosities, which led to relentless practice sessions and eventually a scholarship to the New England Conservatory of Music. Though he received his BM in jazz studies, Vu was exposed to classical and post-modern classical music at the conservatory. He fell in love with the music of Beethoven, Schoenberg, Lutoslawski and Ligetí. Vu has funneled these influences into a variety of ensembles that include JACKhouse, Scratcher (featuring Holly Palmer), and VU-TET (featuring Jim Black, Curtis Hasselbring, Chris Speed and Stomu Takeishi). In addition to recording and performing stints with Dave Douglas, Gerry Hemingway, Dougie Bowne, Bobby Previte, Mark Helias, Chris Speed, Andy Laster, Ken Schaphorst and Orange Then Blue, Vu has toured worldwide with the Pat Metheny Group as a singer and guitarist.
Stomu Takeishi has played electric fretless bass in a variety of jazz settings throughout the '90s and 2000s. He came to the United States from Japan in 1983 to attend the Berklee College of Music in Boston. After completing his degree in 1986, he moved to Manhattan to continue his studies at The New School. In the 1990s he began to achieve prominence as an innovative New York jazz bass player, and critics have noted both his adventurous playing and sensitivity to sound and timbre. A member of Myra Melford's Crush Trio and Erik Friedlander's Topaz (with brother Satoshi Takeishi on percussion), Takeishi has also played in trumpeter Cuong Vu's group Vu-Tet and in the North Indian-influenced Alankar. Takeishi has played with such musicians as Henry Threadgill, Satoko Fuji, Dave Liebman, Butch Morris, Paul Motian, Don Cherry, Randy Brecker and Wynton Marsalis. He has played in many international jazz festivals and often performs at major venues in New York, the United States, and Europe.
Elliot Humberto Kavee is a drummer and cellist specializing in new works for music and theater. A prolific recording artist, Kavee has played on over 50 critically acclaimed recordings with a wide variety of artists that include Francis Wong, Joseph Jarman, Henry Threadgill, Steve Coleman, Don Cherry, Cecil Taylor, Ben Goldberg, John Tchicai, Glenn Horiuchi, Jon Raskin, Elliot Sharp, Tim Berne, Jon Jang, Rudresh Mahanthappa, and Vijay Iyer. For seven years Kavee was a well respected composer, musical director, actor and writer with the Tony award-winning San Francisco mime troupe, remaining the only musical director in the group's 42 year history to win a Dramalogue award. As a founding member of the groundbreaking Omar Sosa Sextet, Kavee recorded five CDs and toured the world several times over the past six years.
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