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new monastery band bios
Bobby Bradford is one of the founding fathers of Los Angeles’s avant-garde jazz scene. Born in Cleveland in 1934, Bradford grew up in Dallas, playing trumpet locally with Cedar Walton and David “Fathead” Newman. In 1953, he moved to Los Angeles where he met and played with Ornette Coleman and Eric Dolphy. Bradford spent time in the military before becoming Don Cherry's replacement with the Ornette Coleman Quartet in 1961-1963. He also began a longtime association with clarinetist John Carter; his mellow cornet blended in well with Carter's flights of dissonance. Since Carter’s death, Bradford frequently led a quintet (the Mo'tet) which has included Roberto Miranda, Nels Cline, Alex Cline, Chuck Manning, Vinny Golia, . In the '90s, he also performed with John Stevens' Freebop, the David Murray Octet, and Charlie Haden's Liberation Music Orchestra. Bradford currently lives in Los Angeles and teaches at Pasadena City College, where he is Director of Jazz Studies Improvisation.
Ben Goldberg grew up in Denver, Colorado and currently lives in Berkeley, California. He was a pupil of the eminent clarinetist Rosario Mazzeo, and studied with Steve Lacy and Joe Lovano. Although he is best known as the leader of the New Klezmer Trio, Goldberg performs with Carla Kihlstedt, Mark Orton, Zeena Parkins and Ara Anderson in the group Tin Hat; in ‘plays Monk’ with Scott Amendola and Devin Hoff; with the Graham Connah Group; with John Schott’s Typical Orchestra. He also leads the 11-piece Brainchild, which performs Goldberg's on-the-spot compositions. In 1993 Goldberg received a grant from the National Endowment for the Arts to present a series featuring the work of important American composers, allowing him to work with Andrew Hill and Bobby Bradford in concerts of their compositions. In addition, he has worked with, among others, John Zorn, Vijay Iyer, Cecil Taylor and Roswell Rudd.

Andrea Parkins is a New York-based sound artist, composer, and improviser who plays electronically-processed accordion, laptop sampler, electronic keyboards, and piano. During the past 15 years, she has performed in New York City and toured throughout North America and Europe as an ensemble leader, solo artist, collaborator, and as a member of Ellery Eskelin's widely acclaimed avant-jazz trio with Jim Black. In recent years, she has collaborated with guitarist Nels Cline and drummer Tom Rainey as well as Swiss electronic musician Gunter Mueller, bagpiper David Watson and turntablist Toshio Kagiwara. Parkins has received several performance grants from Meet the Composer and two production residency grants from Harvestworks in New York City. Her audio work, Freak Cloud Idiom, was among those featured in "Bitstreams", a digital art exhibition at the Whitney Museum of American Art, New York in 2001.

Devin Hoff has played thousands of shows as a bassist and bandleader, including everything from benefits to punk clubs to major jazz festivals throughout North America, Europe, and India, as well as contributing to hundreds of recording, television and radio projects. He has played regularly with the likes of Vijay Iyer, Nels Cline, Graham Connah, Ben Goldberg, Don Moye, Ron Miles, Idris Ackamoor, John Tchichai, Howard Wiley, Carla Kihlstedt, Scott Amendola, Hugh Ragin, and Carla Bozulich. Currently, Hoff is one-half of Good For Cows (with drummer Ches Smith), one-third of the Nels Cline Singers, and one-fourth of the Devin Hoff Committee.

Scott Amendola is a drummer, composer, bandleader, and invaluable creative collaborator at the center of a vast array of improvisational ensembles that tie him to influential figures in jazz, blues, rock, groove and new music. Although born and raised in New Jersey, Amendola has been a mainstay in the San Francisco Bay Area avant-garde jazz scene. He first gained prominence in the early 1990s in a trio led by eight-string guitarist Charlie Hunter, and later as a member of T.J. Kirk, and continues to work as a sideman for vocalist Madeline Peyroux, signer/songwriter Kelly Joe Phelps and instrumental trio the Nels Cline Singers. He heads a number if innovative ensembles, including The Scott Amendola Band (Cryptogramohone CG116, and CG123), the acoustic folk-fusion quartet Chambers of Grace as well as the cooperative group ‘plays Monk,’ a trio with clarinetist Ben Goldberg and bassist Devin Hoff that focuses on the idiosyncratic compositions of jazz giant Thelonious Monk
Alex Cline has converted his years as a presence in the jazz and new music scenes of Los Angeles into a musical career international in scope. A veteran of numerous domestic and European tours as well as over fifty recordings, Alex has sonically contributed to the music of such artists as Vinny Golia, Julius Hemphill, Tim Berne, Quartet Music, John Carter, Bobby Bradford, and Richard Grossman as well as numerous dancers and dance companies. Aside from his continued presence in Mr. Golia's ensembles, some of the settings in which he can currently be heard are the G.E. Stinson Group, the Jeff Gauthier Quartet, the Bobby Bradford Mo’tet, Gregg Bendian’s Interzone, Open Gate Theatre, and the European group Shooting Stars and Traffic Lights. As the leader of his own group, the Alex Cline Ensemble he can be heard on the Cryptogramophone releases Sparks Fly Upward and The Constant Flame. Mr. Cline is also the curator of the Open Gate Concert Series, a monthly New Music/Creative Jazz showcase held in Eagle Rock, California.
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