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Andrew Hill is best known for his legendary post-bop recordings made for Blue Note Records in the late 1960s that featured such fellow virtuosos as Joe Chambers, Richard Davis, Eric Dolphy, Joe Farrell, John Gilmore, Joe Henderson, Bobby Hutcherson, Freddie Hubbard, Elvin Jones, Woody Shaw and Tony Williams. Born in Chicago in 1937, Hill took up piano at age 13, inspired by the vanguard work of Earl “Fatha” Hines. While a teenager he performed in rhythm and blues bands and with touring jazz musicians, including Charlie Parker and Miles Davis. In the early 1960s, he relocated to New York and was signed to Blue Note by label head Alfred Lion, who called Hill “my last great protégé.” His innovative avant-garde compositions found full flowering on such Blue Note releases as Black Fire, Andrew!, Point of Departure and Dance With Death.

In the new millenium, Hill has enjoyed a long-overdue resurgence. His album Dusk was selected as the best album of 2001 by both Downbeat and Jazz Times. Blue Note released his never-issued 1969 nonet session Passing Ships in 2003 and his 1968 quintet recording Dance with Death in 2004 to rave reviews and renewed interest. As a result, Hill released a new Blue Note album titled Time Lines in February 2006, which won the Downbeat Critics Poll Album of the Year honors.
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