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Cryptogramophone Caps 10th Anniversary With  Coward and Continuation; Adventurous and Introspective Solo Projects by Nels Cline and Alex Cline

Cryptogramophone is pleased to round out its tenth anniversary year by releasing a pair of solo projects by brothers Nels and Alex Cline.  While it has often been the label’s practice to release discs in pairs, this twin release is linked by levels of coincidence, mundane and sublime. Both projects were unintentionally recorded in the same week, both album titles begin with the letter C, and both composers chose paintings by women artists for their album covers.  Homage for those here and beyond resides at the heart of each offering, evoking the shared histories of music and maternity (Nels and Alex’s mother Thelma Cline passed away one day before her 92nd birthday on December 24th, 2007). Sonically speaking, while myriad textural complexities abound, both composers exhibit a ceaseless urge to penetrate the endless mysteries of a single sound; this penchant for micro-exploration is most evident at the beginning and ending of each disc, rendering a circular quality to both suites of music.

It is drummer/percussionist/composer Alex Cline who articulates this circularity, as well as other shared themes, in his beautifully poetic liner notes for Continuation.  He speaks of the simultaneities existing in each moment, from the center of which he dedicates his music to his mother and daughter, his progenitor and his continuation.  He transforms the orchid stem, from which Thay Giac Thanh’s epigrammatic poem is titled, into a flower of gratitude for those who have shaped his life. The legacies of teachers, friends and mentors are also of paramount importance in Alex’s unified conception.  “On the Bones of the Homegoing Thunder” pays tribute to Trappist monk and poet Thomas Merton, while the ethereal shimmer of “SubMerge” was conceived for the innovative Japanese dance partnership of Eiko and Koma.

Alex’s compositions and percussion work defy any strict notions of style, geographical region and form, though all come into play in his fluid conceptions.  “Nourishing our Roots” and “Open Hands (Receive, Release)” bookend the disc with softly pillowed punctuations of timbre, notes and tones flowing into one another with quiet grace and maturity.  Jeff Gauthier’s radiantly soft violin, Scott Walton’s stalwartly inventive bass and Peggy Lee’s rich cello often sound as one instrument, gliding through Alex’s melodies with calm conviction, Myra Melford’s spacious pianism and washes of harmonium cushioning each sonority.  The musicians can breathe fire, as when certain “jazzy” sections of “Homegoing Thunder” rear up only to be swallowed again by the rumble and pulse of a gong or the endlessly penetrating decay of a triangle or Noah bell, leading back to “the unending deep silence” that concludes both Thanh’s poem and Alex’s disc.  Continuation is replete with such moments, subtle and breathtaking shifts in timbre, texture and mood that bespeak dance, meditation and the way in which polarities merge to form the infinite simplicity invoked in every moment of this stunning collection of music.

In Coward, guitarist Nels Cline offers a beast of a different set of colors, presenting an album of solo overdubs with an extraordinarily broad stylistic palette and a decidedly acoustic bent, to form a whole whose daring never eclipses form.  The title is an odd one, given the sheer audacity of the sounds contained within and almost overflowing from this bit of plastic.  As with Alex’s contribution, their late mother’s penchant for growing orchids is immortalized in the transparently droney album closer, “Cymbidium.”  Homage is here in force, one of the disc’s most emotionally charged pieces, “Rod Poole’s Gradual Ascent to Heaven,” paying tribute to the L.A.-based microtonal guitarist who was brutally murdered near his home some two years ago.  Nels’ austere and brooding explorations of microtones on “Ascent” is counterbalanced by the whimsical slides, jumps and hiccups that pervade “Thurston County,” dedicated to his friend Thurston Moore of Sonic Youth.  As Nels has been contemplating a solo overdub project for nearly 25 years, several older compositions, including the dreamy and harmonically complex “Prayer Wheel,” make appearances here.

Nothing, however, prepares adequately for the stunningly diverse “Onan Suite,” which is, according to Nels, the most self-indulgent thing he’s ever done.  Of this six-part sonically diverse epic he will say no more, save raising four possibilities, “Fact, fiction, biography, or autobiography? You be the judge.?”  He goes all out, incorporating such unique instruments as the Drum Buddy, a hybrid of drum machine and turntable, in the raucous penultimate movement and in “Onan”’s high-powered rumbler opening, “Amniotica.”  There, distant voices and snatches of disembodied sound complexes drift by, capturing Nels’ diverse sonic landscapes in wild microcosm.  The album buzzes and pulses with tension, but as with Continuation, relatively few moments involve anything approaching high volume, and these soon fade back to the luminously introspective orchestrations so abundant throughout.

Without question, Continuation and Coward are two of Cryptogramophone’s most intense offerings, blending improvisation and composition on a huge and constantly changing timbral palette.  The recordings, engineered by Rich Breen (Continuation) and Mark Wheaton (Coward), allow each detail prominence without ever obscuring the background, breathing life into these vivacious works by twin masters of exploratory music. 
For more information, please contact:

Matt Merewitz

DL Media

New Media Publicist

matt@jazzpublicity.com 
(610) 667-0501 (office)

(240) 460-9454 (cell)
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