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Woodwind specialist Maupin is most famous for stints he did in Miles Davis' band circa Bitches Brew and Herbie Hancock's seminal Headhunters group. But right in the middle of all that early '70s fusion work, Maupin recorded one of ethereal jazz giant ECM Records' initial gems, The Jewel in the Lotus. Over three decades later, he returns to that sublime mix of in the moment improvisation and synchronistic quartet interplay on Early Reflections for the like-minded Cryptogramophone label (celebrating its 10th anniversary as a progressive outlet for instrumental music). Within the 13 songs are short bursts of freestyle creation that set up more breathtaking compositions such as "Escondido" and "Tears." Even a bluesy swing is managed on "Prophet's Motifs." Playing his signature bass clarinet as well as alto flute, tenor and soprano saxophones, Bennie and his all-Polish quartet (joined by vocalist Hana Chowaniec-Rybka on two numbers) explore great knowns and unknowns on this spellbinding offering.
