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David Witham Bio

Pianist/composer David Witham has toured and recorded with artists such as George Benson, Michael and Randy Brecker, Patti Austin, k.d. lang, Jose Feliciano, Eddie Harris, Charles McPherson, and Joao Bosco, to name only a few. Born in Greenwood, Indiana in 1957, Witham began musical studies at age 7 with Louise Knudsen, and later continued with Alan Broadbent and Jaki Byard. He graduated from the New England Conservatory of Music in 1980, winning awards for excellence in both jazz and contemporary classical music. After touring the world with various pop artists in the ‘80s, Witham became Musical Director for George Benson in 1989.  Around this time, through bassist Eric von Essen, Witham hooked up with Jeff Gauthier and many of the other musicians on the Los Angeles new music scene. “I kind of felt like I was wandering the desert at that time” recalls Witham. “When I met these musicians, I really felt like I was home again. I’d lost touch with a lot of things musically, had really narrowed my focus, and these folks really reawakened a lot of things in my musical mind”. In addition to a long standing association with the Jeff Gauthier Goatette, Witham also records, composes, and performs with the Ernie Watts Quartet, Jay Anderson, Luis Conte, and his own groups. Witham is also involved in the Los Angeles recording scene, playing and composing for film, television, and album projects, including Jim Carrey’s “The Mask”, documentaries for PBS, and educational videos. 

Since 1999, David has turned some of his creative energies towards the visual, and has created, produced, and hosted an award winning television show centered around music and performers called “Portable Universe”, which has featured artists from around the world. The program can be viewed at www.portableuniverse.tv. Content from the show has been exhibited at the Museum of Neon Art in Los Angeles and the Caretta Shiadome in Tokyo. 
Influences
When I was a young kid in the '60's, the radio was a great place to hear new stuff, because music was not as pigeonholed into strict categories as they are today. I remember the sound of Ramsey Lewis' "The In Crowd" in the house, my mom just loved that record. Also, Wilson Pickett's version of "Land of a Thousand Dances" still gives me chills. Around that time my mom took up the organ, probably as an effort to draw me towards music. I played some pretty corny stuff then, it all seems pretty funny now. All my relatives in Indiana had high hopes of me playing on the Lawrence Welk show someday. We had a Lowery organ, purchased at Bob Pierce's store in Long Beach. (Google his name..he was known as Mr Piano and Organ..had the largest collection of miniature pianos in the world, may have sold the very first Hammond organ). I studied there at age 7 with Louise Knudsen, which was a real stroke of luck. She taught me harmony and how to read out of fake books in that first couple of years, which served me quite well along the way. She also had a Hammond B-3, and was probably still doing some bar gigs at the time, which I thought was really cool. This went along until I was 12, when my mother passed away. I kind of put music to the side for a while after that, though I always maintained a feeling in the back of my mind that  I would spend my life involved with it. Really liked a Surf band from Laguna around that time called Honk - one member of the group - Richard Stekol - would later be a frequent collaborator   Got back into it in high school, used to go to Disneyland and hear the big Bands at the Carnation Plaza - Count Basie (my fave), Woody Herman, Maynard Fergeuson, Buddy Rich. Then I heard Oscar Peterson and was thrilled with his feeling of swing. Then I bought Herbie Hancock's Headhunters album when it came out thinking I was getting something that would sound like "Maiden Voyage"...blew me away. Same thing with Miles' "Big Fun" -  thought it would be like "Live at the Blackhawk", and was just shocked and delighted by the sound. Then I started playing in bands and digging the sounds of the Ohio Players, Tower of Power, Earth Wind and Fire, Sly Stone and lots of others. After that a total immersion in jazz started - heavy doses of McCoy Tyner, Wynton Kelly, Bill Evans, Paul Bley, Joe Zawinul/Weather Report/Wayne Shorter, Denny Zeitlin, John Coltrane, Oregon, Cecil Taylor "Silent Tongues", Mingus, George Adams,  Richie Beirach, Don Pullen, and Keith Jarrett. Then I got into what I call the Foundation of Piano Playing - Art Tatum, James P. Johnson, Willie the Lion, Fats Waller -  which eventually led me to some of the funky piano players - Professor Longhair, Mac Rebennack, James Carroll Booker, Otis Spann, Donny Hathaway, Richard Tee, Joe Sample, Charles Brown, and Ray Charles.

Then there's Classical music, which has influenced as well...Charles Ives, Henry Cowell, George Crumb, Messiaen, Scriabin, Mozart, Bach, Bartok, and Chopin have all figured prominently in my life.
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