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Everyone familiar with Myra Melford’s music is a fan; she’s a dynamic, distinctive improviser (on both piano and harmonium); she’s got a strong body of compositions; and she always, always has a killer band. You’d better believe that each of these qualities characterizes her latest disc, with her ensemble Be Bread (where she is joined by bassist Stomu Takeishi, drummer Elliott Humberto Kavee, and guests trumpeter Cuong Vu and guitarist Brandon Ross). It’s a rich, distinctive group sound, as is evident right from the start on the loping “Equal Grace.” Throughout many of these tunes you can hear Vu running his trumpet through some delays, Takeishi creating wonderful lines on bout acoustic and electric bass, Melford rocking the harmonium or piano, with Kavee’s marvelously unpredictable drumming. In classic Melford style, the pieces are often rhythmically complicated, seesawing between different lyrical poles, but instantly memorable. Check out the melancholy piano piece “Luck Shifts,” with tasteful electronic backgrounds and a fantastic Ross solo (the guitarist doesn’t appear on every track, but he’s terrific whenever he does, even with weird banjo on the title track). The spacy, wafting “Your Face Arrives in the Redbud Trees” is similar in effect. Be captivated by the heartbreaker melody of “To the Roof,” where Melford’s improvising is so lyrically intense it’s hard not to be bowled over. Or relish the nasty, propulsive ‘Fear Slips Behind” (with a soaring, cloud-parting distorted solo from Ross) or the funky “If You’ve Not Been Fed.” There’s really nothing to fault here. In fact, it’s simply another fantastic record from a great artist. –Jason Bivins
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