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TRIO M In 2000 pianist Myra Melford went to India on a Fulbright scholarship to study the harmonium, a free-reed instrument (akin to the accordion) that's common in Hindustani music. You'd never mistake anything on The Image of Your Body (Cryptogramophone), the new album by Melford's group Be Bread, for Indian classical music, but her experience abroad is plainly audible in its long, winding melodies. She composed the pieces on melodica, which as its name suggests wasn't designed for playing chords, and the emphasis here is on lines rather than changes. Guitarist Brandon Ross and trumpeter Cuong Vu join Melford on alternate tracks; their ethereal, lyric interplay is given rigorous counterpoint by bassist Stomu Takeishi and drummer Elliot Humberto Kavee. For this fairly rare local gig, Melford returns to the piano-trio format where she made her name in the early 90s. Among the Evanston native's first teachers was Chicago boogie-woogie great Erwin Helfer, and tonight's muscular and flexible rhythm section, bassist Mark Dresser and drummer Matt Wilson, is likely to bring out her bluesier roots. Reedists Keefe Jackson and Guillermo Gregorio and drummer Steve Hunt play first as a trio. Performing as part of the Umbrella Music Festival. 10 PM, Intuit, 756 N. Milwaukee, 312-243-9088, $15 suggested donation. -Peter Margasak
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