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by David Fricke

(February 22, 2007)

THE AVANT-ROMANTIC
NELS CLINE
of WILCO
For many rock-guitar fiends, the oldest guitarist on this list is actually the newest. Before joining Wilco in 2004, in time to tour behind A Ghost is Born, Cline -- born in Los Angeles in 1956 -- was a highly regarded figure in jazz and avant-rock circles, a sonically aggressive guitarist who played with Sonic Youth's Thurston Moore, the art-country band the Geraldine Fibbers and his own searing instrumental groups. Now Cline agitates the bent-pop designs in Wilco's recent music with strafing feedback, zigzagging distortion and, when you least expect it, a striking, scarred romanticism.
ESSENTIAL PERFORMANCE: "Ashes of American Flags," Kicking Television: Live in Chicago (2005)
