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Nels Cline – New Monastery

Cryptogramophone/Planet

by Adrian Jackson
(March 2007)

L.A. guitarist Nels Cline is, apparently, best known as a rock guitarist with the band Wilco. But he certainly shows sound jazz instincts on this set, subtitled A View into the Music of Andrew Hill. He is joined by cornetist Bobby Bradford (an elder statesman of the L.A. ‘free jazz’ scene who once worked with Ornette Coleman), clarinetist and bass clarinetist ben Goldberg (who has worked with Andrew Hill), accordionist Andrea Parkins (of the Ellery Eskelin Trio), bassist Devin Hoff, drummer Scott Amendola and on two tracks, percussionist Alex Cline (the leader’s twin).
They play ten Hill compositions: numbers like “Compulsion,” “McNeil Island,” “Yokada Yokada,” “New Monastery,” and “Dance with Death.,” which, for all their obvious strengths, have probably been recorded by few, if any, since Hill first put them onto vinyl. Often, the pieces are combined in suites of two or three. (The program also includes two Cline originals.) The performances are at times loud and jagged, at times joyously swinging, sometimes tense and edgy, sometimes slow and introspective. When I say that Cline shows sound jazz instincts, I meant that he does not replicate the original performances in any way. Instead, he shows that he understands the lesson that mavericks like Hill have always exemplified: find your own sound, follow your own path. It’s possible that some jazz purists will dismiss this as too “rock,” but I daresay that any Andrew Hill fan should appreciate this imaginative tribute.
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