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Critic’s Choice 2006

#1 Nels Cline – New Monastery
(Cryptogramophone)

The adventurous L.A. guitarist tackles the decidedly unguitaristic music of Andrew Hill on this unconventional tribute project. While the music remains Hill's, everything is filtered through Cline's slightly twisted aesthetic, revealing startling new outcomes through sky dissonance, ambient textures, and white noise onslaughts. Also featuring strong contributions from the great, underrated freebop trumpeter and former Ornette Coleman collaborator Bobby Bradford.
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