


 

Nels Cline – New Monastery
Despite all of Nels Cline’s work in the jazz genre and collaborations with everyone from Thurston Moore to Mike Watt, it wasn’t until Cline joined Wilco that most of us started paying attention to this guitarist. But we’re here now, so let’s jump in. Like his 1999 interpretation of John Coltrane’s Interstellar Space, New Monastery finds Cline working with a host of musicians to tackle the work of acclaimed jazz pianist Andrew Hill. A product of the 60’s free jazz revolution, Hill was an important figure of the avant-garde movement that branched from the bebop sounds of the previous decade. Interestingly enough, there’s no piano on New Monastery. Instead clarinet and cornet (it’s like a trumpet) complete with Cline’s effects-laden guitar tracks to give these compositions shape. Although no doubt a challenging listen for anyone, jazz fans included, this album will certainly ex[pose both Hill and Cline to new audiences. -Joseph Simek (October 2006)
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