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There is not shortage of tribute albums to great jazz composers like Mingus, Monk, and Ellington. Less common are tributes to other composers of equal greatness but lesser fame, like Horace Tapscott or Andrew Hill. Los Angeles guitarist Nels Cline has done something about that by recording a tribute to the music of Andrew Hill using a number of the post-modern crew he usually plays with: Ben Goldberg, Andrea Parkins, and Scott Amendola as well as a legendary figure from the past who seems to be making a recording comeback, trumpeter Bobby Bradford.

Most tributes seem to feel obligated to rearrange the compositions being played. Cline instead chooses to stay very close to the melodies with the instrumentation: guitar, cornet, accordion, and clarinet doing the reworking. Cline coaxes weird electronic noises out of his guitar, Amendola flails loudly on the drums, Parkins adds another layer of odd buzzing, and Goldberg pipes up shrill clarinet sounds. It is often left to Bradford to be the beating heart of this band, playing cornet with an aching humanity, especially on a superb version of Hill’s beautiful lament, “Deadication.”
All the shades of Hill’s writing are touched on here. On the medley of his Monk variations, “New Monastery” and “Reconciliation,” the band is subtle. Cline, Amendola and bassist Devin Hoff do some cool and bouncy Jazz trio playing before Bradford and Goldberg, on bass clarinet, start dancing and twisting around each other. “No Doubt,” “11/8.” And “Dance With Death” form a somber extended suite that brings out wonderful collective playing among the group. The composer’s sly and funky side is shown in the medley of “Yokada Yokada” where Bradford and Goldberg swing hard, and “The Rumproller” which has everyone sliding into a greasy funk mode. –Jerome Wilson
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