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When guitarist Nels Cline set out to record "New Monastery," a compelling interpretation of pianist Andrew Hill's compostions, his only motivation was was to honor "a criminally overlooked" musician from the 60's.  "I didn't realize that Andrew was experiencing a resurgence, that he was recording a new Blue Note album or that he was ill," Cline says, in reference to Hill's fight against lung cancer.  "But as I relistened to his tunes, I wanted to celebrate his music. It's free, but it's structured.  It swings, then it doesn't.  It's modal but not modal."  
Cline, who currently fills the lead guitar seat in Wilco, says he "runs the risk of being a pretentious idiot" in interpreting Hill's music on "New Monastery, " due Sept. 26 on Cryptogramophone.  He hastens to note that his goal was to be sincere and honorable throughout.  Yet, he says, his band - a sextet comprising clarinetist Ben Goldberg, keyboardinst Andrea Parkins, coronetist Bobby Bradford, bassist Devon Hoff and drummer Scott Amendola - does take liberties.  "We opened the tunes up, so that  it's more of a free jazz approach.....There's electricity and electronics that you don't hear in Andrew's music, but it's natural to us."  
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