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Saxophonist Bennie Maupin is a quiet achiever, probably best remembered for his wor over thirty years with Miles Davis (Bitches Brew) and Herbie Hancock (Mwandishi, Headhunters). He has kept a low profile for quite a while, but this album is proof that he is playing as well as ever, whether you want to hear sinuous bass clarinet, gentle flute, or probing tenor and soprano saxophone playing. (He also plays a little piano, which is less memorable.) Maupin is joined by Darek Oles (bass), Michael Stephans (drums) and Daryl Munyungo Jackson (percussion). On a program of original compositions (and one collective improvisation), Maupin explores each mood in a style that could be described as subtly persuasive.
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