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Despite a lifetime of performances and recordings, Bennie Maupin will probably always be best known for having played bass clarinet on Miles Davis’ Bitches Brew and for having been a member of Herbie Hancock’s sextet and Headhunters. Most of his work has been at a lower profile during the 30 years since then, as his playing shows throughout Penumbra, he is till very much in his prime.

Maupin, who is heard on bass clarinet, tenor, soprano, alto flute and even a bit of piano, is joined by bassist Darek Oles, drummer Michael Stephans and percussionist Daryl Munyungo Jackson for a set of his originals. Although three of the songs are titled “Walter Bishop Jr.”, “Message to Prez” and “One for Dolphy,” the post-bop music is very much in Maupin’s inside/outside style. Some of the songs are brief sketches (two are under two minutes in length) but they say a lot in a relatively short period of time.  The interplay between musicians, particularly Maupin and Oles, keeps the proceedings consistently intriguing and colorful even when a particular piece merely sets a mood.
This subtle yet inwardly exciting outing is well worth checking out and available from

Cryptogramophone.com.
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