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Lately, it seems that everybody is exploring the sound of Miles Davis’ early electric bands. Maybe it’s the fact that violinist and Cryptogramophone label honcho recently recorded Bennie Maupin’s first effort as a leader in ages, but I hear echoes of another seminal late-60’s band: Herbie Hancock’s Sextet. Maupin was a member of the final version of that band, and though the Goatette covers a Maupin tune from the spacy Crossings band (“Water Torture” somewhat denuded of its menace), the use of the Rhodes piano and Gauthier’s interest in texture marks a departure from the band’s last album, Mask. That record, released in 2002, was unabashedly lyrical, with Gauthier’s violin soaring over song forms. It was a ravishing sound and nakedly emotional (some of the material was autobiographical). This time out, the textures are cooler and more electronic, Gauthier’s playing more integrated into the ensemble. Even Nels Cline, the guitarist with whom Gauthier has played since 1979, seems less inclined to step into the spotlight. This is more of a producer’s record, then, and Gauthier knows exactly what he wants. And with musicians like Alex Cline (drums), Joel Hamilton (a very sensitive bassist) and David Witham on keyboards, he gets it. –John  Chacona
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