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One and the Same
by The Jeff Gauthier Goatette

One and the Same is violinist Jeff Gauthier’s fourth CD as a leader, and features guitarist Nels Cline of Wilco. Gauthier has been named a Downbeat Critics Poll Rising Star for two years in a row as both instrumentalist and producer. One and the Same features music by Gauthier, Nels Cline, Eric von Essen, and Bennie Maupin. “Gauthier and his group show how it should be done, rooting themselves solidly in the jazz tradition while at the same time extending and revitalizing it.”  -Bill Tilland, BBC Online.

Notes on the compositions:

1. Ahfufat – for Wan - This piece was written by Jeff Gauthier and is dedicated to Naomi Xinwan, Padma Cline, the lovely 3 year-old daughter of Alex and Karen Cline.  When Wan, (as she is known) was younger, she called Gauthier “Ahfufat,” which was her way of saying “Uncle Jeff.”  The composed part of this piece harkens back to a sound reminiscent of the band Quartet Music (1979 – 1991) Gauthier’s ensemble with the Cline brothers and bassist Eric von Essen. The piece begins with an “A” section that is rhythmically displaced to give an open, improvised impression.  The “A” section is stated again, only straight through in time, and then the “B” section which develops the ideas stated in the “A” section, is introduced.  A “space-jam” ensues highlighting the electronic improvisations of guitarist Nels Cline, and keyboardist David Witham.  This breaks down to a free duo-improvisation between Gauthier and drummer Alex Cline.  The duet evolves into more “space-jam” involving all of the musicians until the “A” and “B” sections of the tune are played again.
2. Solflicka – This piece is by the late Eric von Essen, the great composer and original bass player of Quartet Music, and the Goatette.  It was one of the pieces discovered by Gauthier after von Essen’s death, and was considered for inclusion of The Music of Eric von Essen series on Cryptogramophone.  Von Essen spent the last 2 years of his life in Sweden where this tune was written, and Solflicka means “a ray of sunshine” in Swedish.  The “A” section of the tune justaposes a two-chord vamp in 4/4 time which moves through some interesting modulations, with a running eighth-note figure that extends the underlying harmony in interesting ways.  The bridge is in 3/4 time and is repeated twice. It features a rhythmic and melodic anticipation that imparts a feeling of breathlessness, which is resolved when an abbreviated “A” section returns.  The solos alternate between improvisations on the intricate chord changes, with open blowing on the vamp.

3. Water Torture – This piece is by bass clarinet legend Bennie Maupin, and was featured on the album Crossings by Herbie Hancock’s Mwandishi band of the early seventies.  This band was of particular influence to all the members of the Goatette, so much so that Gauthier organized a performance of the albums Crossings and Mwandishi in Los Angeles in 2004.  Since then some of the material has remained in the Goatette’s repertoire.  This piece is an excellent vehicle for improvisation featuring the electronic effects of Gauthier, Nels Cline, and David Witham.  These improvisations alternate with statements of the head.  Of particular note is an improvised bass/violin duet by Gauthier and Hamilton.  Echoes of the original recording can be heard by those familiar with the album Crossings by Herbie Hancock.
4. Don’t Answer That – This Nels Cline composition was offered for the session to fill the need for another  “blowing tune”.  Here’s what Nels says about it.  “Don’t Answer That  is intentionally playful, an excuse to attempt some free soloing/counterpoint, with a little vamping thrown in for good measure.”
5. Heart Wisdom – for Thelma - Heart Wisdom came into being as a duo improvisation by Gauthier and David Witham.  It emerged almost fully formed one day while Jeff and David were improvising and rolling tape. All that was required was to add a few repeats and create a form around it.  It is dedicated to Thelma Cline, mother of Alex and Nels. We thought about her a lot during the recording session, and her loving presence was felt by all. 
6. Rina Pt. I – This is an Eric von Essen piece that was part of Quartet Music’s regular repertoire.  It was recorded by QM in the late 80s for a now out of print CD on Delos entitled Summer Night.  When the Goatette became the ensemble in residence at the Cryptnight series at the Club Tropical in Los Angeles, they started playing Rina because it seemed well suited to the electric piano that they were forced to use for the lack of a real piano at the club.  The tune fit so well with the group, that it is now in the regular repertoire of the Goatette.  Interestingly, those gigs at the Club Tropical were where the new, more electronic voice of the Goatette was discovered.
7. A Corner of Morning – Nels Cline says of his music: “In my dreams, this piece has something to do with the music/compositions of Keith Jarrett in the mid-1970s. It also has a lot to do with the players involved: their styles, their predilections, their sensitivities. It endeavors to be both wistfully poignant and rather uplifting, just as those moments between darkness and dawn can be delicately intoxicating and/or slightly scary. Mortality in all its awesome fragility.”
Liner Notes

I would like to thank the lads o’ the Goatette: Alex Cline, Nels Cline, David Witham, and Joel Hamilton. Alex, Nels, and I have been playing music together since 1979. I’ve played with David since 1991, and Joel since 1994. I could not ask for any more accomplished musicians, or more supportive friends. This recording was truly a group effort.  Listening to it in the context of our three previous releases, I’m amazed at how the overall sound of our group has changed and grown over the years, while our individual voices have become even more our own.

Special thanks to Rich, Walter, Bennie, Denny, Tyler, Crouch, Etan, QC, Catherine, Carlos, Thelma, Naomi, Karen, and my 98 year-young Aunt Helen, who was my very first violin teacher, and who continues to inspre me today.  JG
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