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Ben Goldberg Quintet: Band Biographies
Carla Kihlstedt – violin, voice
Carla Kihlstedt was born in Illinois and raised in Lancaster, PA. She was given a pint-sized fiddle when she was five by her Hungarian great-aunt, herself a professional violinist. Soon enough, she found her way to some wonderful violin teachers (Berl Senofsky, Sylvia Rosenberg, Greg Fulkerson) who taught her as much about sound and color as they did the classical repertoire. After graduating from the Oberlin Conservatory of Music, she moved to San Francisco’s Bay Area, where she explored as many different approaches to music-making as she could find. Since then, she has continued to push the boundaries of sonic vocabulary on both the acoustic and the electric violin. She has always been drawn to chamber music, and to this day, chooses to work with small ensembles of various sorts. 

In addition to her work with own band “2 foot yard” (with cellist Maika Hughes and drummer/guitarist Shahzad Ismaily), she is a founding member of both Sleepytime Gorilla Museum, and of Tin Hat Trio (now touring as Tin Hat Quartet.) Sleepytime is a 5-member band that plays intricate and visceral rock-based music on an atypical array of instruments, many of them home-made. They released their second CD, Of Natural History, on the Web of Mimicry imprint in the fall of 2004. Carla has had the opportunity to work with a wide array of wonderful musicians and groups including Fred Frith, Tom Waits, Zeena Parkins, Lisa Bielawa, Erik Friedlander, Don Byron, Bob Ostertag, Klangforum Wien, and the Rova Saxophone Quartet. She has also collaborated on dance/theater performances with choreographers such as Jo Kreiter of Flyaway productions and Shinichi Koga and Allen Willner of Inkboat. In 2003, she was an Artist in Residence at the Headlands Center for the Arts. Her most recent projects include several film and dance scores as well as a commission from the Bang On A Can All-Stars. --tinhattrio.com
Rob Sudduth – tenor sax

Saxophonist Rob Sudduth has played a variety of music in both his native Bay Area -- where he is still based -- and on the road. He has toured with blues, soul, rock, and jazz bands, and even a silent film orchestra! Through the '90s, Sudduth played in pianist Graham Connah's ensemble, arranged and composed for Huey Lewis' tours and recordings, and led his own Sinatra cover band.  --Joslyn Layne, All Music Guide
Devin Hoff – bass 
As a bassist and bandleader, Devin Hoff has played thousands of shows, including everything from benefits to punk clubs to major jazz festivals throughout North America, Europe, and India, as well as contributing to hundreds of recording, television and radio projects. He has played regularly with the likes of Vijay Iyer, Nels Cline, Graham Connah, Ben Goldberg, Howard Wiley, Carla Kihlstedt, Scott Amendola, Hugh Ragin, and Carla Bozulich. Currently one-half of Good For Cows (with drummer Ches Smith), one-third of the Nels Cline Singers, and one-fourth of the Devin Hoff Committee, he is also working on a record of solo bass music due out in the spring of 2003. –Scottamendola.com
Ches Smith – drums
Ches Smith composes for Theory of Ruin, the Mitch Marcus Quintet, Good For Cows (with Devin Hoff) and the Graham Connah group. He has toured nationally and internationally with Mr. Bungle, Ben Goldberg, Carla Bozulich, Mike Park, Secret Chiefs 3, 7 Year Rabbit Cycle and Good for Cows. Smith has recorded with the Abel-Steinberg-Winant Trio, Tom Waits, Xiu Xiu, Ben Goldberg, Secret Chiefs 3, Will Bernard and Theory of Ruin. He has performed in concert under the direction of John Zorn, Wadada Leo Smith, and Pauline Oliveros. He also performs regularly with Trevor Dunn, Annie Gosfield, Nels Cline, John Schott, Hal Stein, Jim Campilongo, and the Rova Saxophone quartet. –evandermusic.com
