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Ben Goldberg
the door, the hat, the chair, the fact
(Cryptogramophone 126)

The plaintive and brief “Petals” acts as the curtain raiser for the door, the hat, the chair, the fact by the Ben Goldberg Quintet. The next track, “Song and Dance,” is angular and uptempo, a vehicle for introducing the individual voices in the group. The springy bass and drums of Devin Hoff and Ches Smith keep things rolling for a series of pithy solos by Rob Sudduth on tenor, leader Ben Goldberg on clarinet, and Carla Kihlstedt on violin. Hoff and Smith appear as the duo Good for Cows, and also work together in a number of groups. Thanks to the “lock” that they’ve established over many performances, this music dances at all tempos. Goldberg’s originals were composed in 2004 when he learned of Steve Lacy’s illness, and recorded just three days after Lacy passed away. “Blinks” is Goldberg’s favorite Lacy song, and a respectful and moody version is the centerpiece of the album. In addition, several of the clarinetist’s originals are based on it. Consider this music a commentary and extension of Lacy’s rich legacy. It’s a marvelous and antural-sounding recording that balances intellectual pleasures with matters of the ehart, much in the spirit of its inspiration. Strongly recommended. –Stuart Kremsky
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