[image: image1.png]



December 2005
On Record
by Greg Cahill

Jenny Scheinman 12 Songs 

This is the most mature and satisfying recording from avant-jazz and klezmer violinist Jenny Scheinman, closely identified with the New York downtown-jazz scene.  Scheinman eschews high-powered dynamics, tape loops, and guitar effects in favor of evocative, often moody instrumentals that spotlight her marvelous sense of lyricism.  Many of these songs, including the opening track ( a slow, twangy Spaghetti Western-influenced tune entitled “The Frog Threw His Head Back and Laughed” ),  are dedicated to poets (Walt Whitman) , comic artists (Jim Woodring), jazz greats (Albert Ayler) and close friends (including fiddler Carla Kihlstedt of the Tin Hat Trio).  This pervasive sense of intimate connections to the subjects binds these songs together, even though stylistically Scheinman cuts a wide swath: there are splashes of jazz (“Song of the Open Road”), klezmer madness (the delightfully cartoonish “Moe Hawk”), and ambient fusion (“June 21”) - many of which are oddly reminiscent of Mark Isham’s Group 87, a short-lived trio that pioneered the contemporary instrumental music genre.
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