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Jenny Scheinman: Jenny Scheinman, a violinist, scrambles the New World beautifully on her album "12 Songs" (Cryptogramophone). It includes, in modest glimpses, several kinds of blues and jazz, calypso, circus music and old-time mountain music, and a semirural, basically unnameable Stephen Foster-meets-free-jazz feeling. She has a fuller band here than on her earlier records, a septet that includes Bill Frisell on guitar. But complex as the mixtures may be, processing this music is not hard. Everything reduces to her own sound, which is hard to dislike: it is slow, patient, full and pulsating, and she puts all her trust into whatever melody she's playing.
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