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By Nate Chinen

JENNY SCHEINMAN The violin has a long history in jazz, but few conspicuous heroes; for every Stephane Grappelli, there are dozens of horn and rhythm players of greater renown. So it makes sense that Jenny Scheinman, above, has earned her recent accolades in an unforced and roundabout fashion. She's ubiquitous on the indie fringe of New York's jazz scene, appearing every Tuesday at Barbès in Brooklyn (often in a string trio with Carla Kihlstedt, of the exuberantly eclectic Tin Hat Trio) and every Wednesday at the Living Room (backed by the Handsome Band, which she shares with Norah Jones). This month she has interrupted this regular schedule to focus on a special ensemble in celebration of an outstanding new CD, "12 Songs" (Cryptogramophone). It maintains an aura of wistful lyricism and dreamy self-reflection, not unlike the music of Ms. Jones. But the songs are structurally diverse, ranging from the gently twangy "Song of the Open Road" to the circus march "Moe Hawk" to the sepia-tinged border postcard "Satelite." More crucially, the album's septet consists of musicians who, like Ms. Scheinman, playfully apply jazz techniques to many varieties of folk music. Chief among them is the guitarist Bill Frisell, Ms. Scheinman's most visible employer; his replacement in her forthcoming gig at Tonic, one "Moe Hawk," will resemble him uncannily. Also playing are the cornetist Ron Miles, the clarinetist Doug Wieselman and the drummer Mark Ferber - and, as a bonus, a 16-piece string orchestra studded with the heavyweights Eyvind Kang, Mat Maneri and Dana Leong. Counting Ms. Scheinman, there will be nine violinists onstage.
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