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Jenny Scheinman
12 Songs
Review by Bruce Lee Galanter, September 2005

Since moving to NY from the Bay area in 1999, local violin wiz, Jenny Scheinman, has kept quite busy playing is as many bands and projects as she can fit into her busy schedule. She's worked with Charming Hostess, a Django Reinhardt tribute, Rova Sax Quartet on their 'Ascension' performance, done a 'Cobra' with Zorn and has been in various projects with Bill Frisell and continues to tour and record with Frisell. This is Jenny's fourth disc (1 on Avant & 2 on Tzadik) since moving to New York and each one has been splendid and different from the previous discs. 12 Songs is filled with some enchanting, melancholy and often lovely melodies. "The Frog Threw His Head Back and Laughed" opens with hypnotic and haunting refrain that is calming. Frisell sounds just fine on the bluesy "Song of the Open Road", squeezing out each note spaciously, the subtle master of making each note count. Ron Miles is another Frisell alumni and also a master of subtle dynamics on his trusty cornet. There is a beautiful sympathetic spirit that runs through this entire disc, an earthy eloquence that connects the violin, guitar and cornet just right. What truly stands out is the distinctive sound and unique flavor of Jenny's acoustic violin at the center of these sweet songs. Doug Wieselman's sublime clarinet and Rachelle Garniez's elegant accordion or piano add just the right amount of delicate spice to a number of these songs. Warm and soothing, like taking a bath with someone you love.
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