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Somewhere in between Dave Douglas’s Eastern European-inflected chamber jazz, Angelo Badalamenti’s noirish soundscapes, and Norah Jones’s easygoing, jazzy Americana, violinist/composer/bandleader Jenny Scheinman has carved out her own territory. At its most rock-ish, her acoustic, instrumental ensemble—really a miniature chamber orchestra, featuring cornetist Ron Miles, clarinetist Doug Wieselman, accordionist/pianist Rachelle Garniez, bassist Tim Luntzel, drummer Dan Rieser, and the irrepressible Bill Frisell on guitar—almost sounds like the Grateful Dead (Song of the Open Road”), but other numbers are more comic (the cartoon-like “Moe Hawk”) or more timeless in their pursuit of a quintessentially American musical center (“Albert”). 
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