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Indie producers should hire Jenny Scheinman to write soundtracks. They tell sustained and moody stories, these wordless songs of hers with their insouciantly peculiar titles like “The Frog Threw His Head Back and Laughed,” “Sleeping in the Aquifer,” and “She Couldn’t Believe It Was True.”
Scheinman plays violin in a style that blends jazz, folk, bluegrass, and klezmer, but it runs too quirky to be deemed derivative. Her sextet includes Bill Frisell (she also plays sideman in one of his bands), whose twangy guitar riffs pump a Twin Peaks weirdness into the air. Ron Miles adds his plangent cornet, Doug Wieselman a bristling clarinet, and Rachel Garniez a festive accordion (except on some tracks, where she plays piano or claviola). Scheinman is a cockeyed gust of fresh air. This is creative, heady, witty, and strangely moving music. 

The sound, recorded at Brooklyn’s System 2 studio, is superb. The bass is a tad boomy but the guitar’s wah-wah wafts through the air, the accordion billows, the horns glow with a burnished warmth, and the violin shimmers in the spacious chamber. 
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