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If Michel Gondry felt compelled to make a postmodern Little House on the Prairie, violinist Jenny Scheinman would be the ideal collaborator. Her album is a little bit country, kind of folky and down-home, but it's also creative improvised music that is both ancient and modern - like an aged whisky uncorked for its first drinking session. There's a tipsy, western lope to numbers like “Antenna” and “The Frog Threw Back His Head and Laughed,” both steeped in melody, while songs such as “Little Calypso” and “Suza” are sprightly, almost corny dances, with fine accompaniment from Rachelle Garniez (accordion, piano, claviola), clarinetist Doug Wieselman and Ron Miles (cornet). 
You may recognise Scheinman's name from the sessions she's played for Norah Jones and Madeleine Peyroux. However, the best precedent for 12 Songs is her work with guitarist Bill Frisell: the icy conceptualism of Richter 858, or the relaxed world jazz of The Intercontinentals. Frisell plays here and threatens to steal the show, but it's the violinist's songs (12 of them, as you might expect) that dominate the landscape, with one of the most endearingly folk-like tunes deployed on “Albert,” dedicated to free jazz pioneer Albert Ayler.

