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Scott Amendola Band
Believe
by David Adler
“My concept was strings and percussion,” writes Oakland-based drummer and bandleader Scott Amendola in his liner notes to Believe. To that end, he gathered guitarists Nels Cline and Jeff Parker, violinist Jenny Scheinman and double bassist John Shifflett and made a solid, beyond-genre album, his second for the fascinating Cryptogramophone label. In addition to playing drums, percussion and melodica (and writing all nine tracks), Amendola expands his group’s sound with loops and live electronics, which are immediately apparent on the opening title track. But the show-stoppers are Cline and Parker—great improvisers and colorists on their own, spellbinding as a team. They open the country-ish rubato piece “Shady” with wiggly intersecting lines, fall into a hushed interlude on the dark ballad “If Only Once,” trade eights on the Latin-tinged 7/4 piece “Valentine” and bring contrasting funk approaches to the Afrobeat-inspired “Oladipo.” Scheinman too, plays a pivotal role throughout, bringing melodies to life and soloing with wit and warmth. Nothing quite matches the first four tracks of Believe in terms of melodic focus, sonic freshness and rhythmic oomph. But one can only admire Amendola’s stylistic reach, from the slow, moody rock feel of “Buffalo Bird Woman” and “Resistance,” to the swinging “Smarty Pants” (with a strong Shifflett bass solo), to the concluding “Cesar Chavez,” a minor-key, out-of-tempo tribute to the late labor leader.
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