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Scott Amendola Band
Believe
By Bruce Galanter

I just caught the mighty Scott Amendola with the incredible Nels Cline Singers up at Victo last week and Scott continues to amaze me with his ever-inventive drumming, loops and odd percussive sounds. 'Believe' is Scott's second great disc for Cryptogramophone and he has done it again!


Scott has put together another inspired cast of players that includes two guitar greats, Nels Cline (soon on tour & recording with Wilco) and Chicago (Underground)'s finest, Jeff Parker. You best know of violin wonder Jenny Scheinman, one of the most in-demand fiddlers since moving here from the bay area nearly a half dozen years ago and currently a member of the Bill Frisell Band. I don't know the bassist here, John Shifflett, but right from the opening title track he sounds just right, playing that sumptuous slightly funky groove with both guitarists and violinist swirling around each other hypnotically and spaciously. "Oladipo" is dedicated to former Fela drummer Tony Allen and it does indeed have that great sly groove that Fela and Tony embodied. Jenny shines throughout on this number, with some fine solos from both guitarists. "Shady" shines with some delicate, intricate double guitars, violin and melodica swirling together in a somber haze. As Scott mentions in the notes, "Buffalo Bird Woman" is very Neil Young & Crazy Horse-like and for me, this is a great tune, with some wonderful haunting violin from Jenny, lap steel from Nels and dirty-toned lead guitar by Jeff. On each of the nine pieces here, Scott has set up a variety of structures and strategies to bring the best out of his well-selected crew. "Resistance" begins with a noise duet with Nels and Scott that builds in simmering intensity as it progresses, with some righteous electric guitars hovering together with Jenny's equally stunning violin tastefully escalating like a ghost. One of the year's best offerings, in between the jazz, rock and roots worlds.
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