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The Scott Amendola Band Bios

Jenny Scheinman

Violinist Jenny Scheinman has been described in the San Francisco Bay Guardian as "a virtuoso violinist with an astonishing array of sounds, from lightning fast runs to breathtaking melodic passages." Jenny studied at Oberlin Conservatory, has toured extensively in Europe and the Americas, and teaches at workshops around the country. She currently lives in New York City and studies with violinist Gerald Beal. 

She has worked and/or recorded with Aretha Franklin, Bill Frisell, Myra Melford, John Zorn, Cecil Taylor, Venecius Cantuaria, David Dorfman and Steven Bernstein. Jenny's recent recordings include Live at Yoshi's (Avant), which features the original music of her jazz quartet; Eat (Vaccination) featuring the prog-balkan-rock music of Charming Hostess; a self-titled release by her quintet Giant Trio; four releases produced by Lee Townsend for Intuition Records; and two releases with the Hot Club of San Francisco. Her new record 12 Songs, featuring Bill Frisell, is set for a late 2005 release on Cryptogramophone.
Nels Cline
Nels Cline is one of the most versatile, imaginative, and criminally unheralded guitarists active today, a dubious distinction he shares with Christy Doran, James Emery, and a handful of others. Combining jaw-dropping chops with a keen musical intelligence, Cline displays an encyclopedic mastery of guitar styles that encompasses delicate lyricism, sonic abstractions, and skull-crunching metallic flights. 

In the late 1970s, Cline played in the chamber-jazz group Quartet Music with his brother, percussionist Alex Cline, Jeff Gauthier and Eric von Essen. He emerged from several years in relative obscurity with his 1987 release, Angelica, which added acid-toned New York City altoist Tim Berne to a roster of longtime Cline collaborators. In the early 1990s, the guitarist formed the amped-up Nels Cline Trio, a vehicle for Cline's guitar excursions, which range from probing, reflective balladry to knotty riffing to bracing freeform assaults. In addition to his trio, Cline regularly performs with his brother and the constellation of creative musicians associated with reedsman Vinny Golia's adventurous Nine Winds record label. His newest configuration, The Nels Cline Singers, features Nels along with Devin Hoff (bass) and Scott Amendola (drums/electronics) recently released their second album The Giant Pin in late 2004 on Cryptogramophone. Cline is also active in the rock domain, collaborating with ex-Minuteman Mike Watt, avant country-rockers Geraldine Fibbers, and Sonic Youth guitar terrorist Thurston Moore. Nels Cline recently became lead guitarist for the popular rock group Wilco.
continued…
Jeff Parker
Jeff Parker began playing guitar at an early age, and extended his studies from 1985 at the Berklee College Of Music. He also studied with George Garzone, playing totally improvised music. Subsequently, he gigged with Antonio Hart and others before moving to Chicago in 1991. At the time, this was considered to be an unusual step because many of his contemporaries were making New York their home base. Although he has indicated that he never intended staying there, that it was a way station on the road to New York where he could establish himself free from orthodox external influences, Chicago proved to be very fertile ground. In the city, he teamed up with cornettist Robert Mazurek and drummer Chad Taylor to form the Chicago Underground Trio and the same three musicians sometimes augmented to form the Chicago Underground Orchestra.


Another group from the collective is Isotope 217, in which Parker is joined by Mazurek and trombonist Sara P. Smith. With the Chicago Underground Trio, Parker's form of musical expression is couched in a dynamically exhilarating mélange of hard bop, free jazz and non-jazz forms. Similarly eclectic are other groups with which Parker was associated in the 90s, among them one of the leading post-rock bands, Tortoise (Standards), the New Horizon Ensemble, Uptightly, the Aesop Quartet and Tricolor. He also regularly associated with other contemporary Chicago-based artists, including Fred Anderson, Lin Halliday and Ken Vandermark. By the end of the 90s, Parker's reputation was thoroughly established and in addition to his activities on the improvised music scene, he also performed and sometimes recorded with rock musicians.

John Shifflett
John Shifflett almost received an M.A. in music from the University of Iowa, where he also taught Jazz Studies and directed big bands. He is currently an instructor at San Jose State University, teaching bass and small ensembles. He has done countless studio sessions ranging from radio and TV jingles to jazz and country and pop recordings. His show business experience includes tours with Frankie Avalon and the Ringling-Barnum & Bailey circus, several seasons with the San Jose Civic Light Opera, and many engagements with stars such as Dinah Shore, Mel Torme, Jerry Lewis, Dionne Warwick, The Smothers Brothers, etc.

His primary focus, however, has always been jazz. He has performed with the likes of Dave Liebman, Toshiko Akiyoshi, Red Holloway, Ernie Watts, John Zorn, Kim Richmond, Kurt Elling, Norma Winstone, Tom Harrell, Bobby Hutcherson, John Stowell, Harold Land, Kendra Shank, and others. In the Bay Area he can be heard performing and recording with Boz Scaggs, Eric Crystal, the Mike Zilber/Steve Smith Quartet, Harvey Wainapel, the Taylor Eigsti Trio, the Paul Nagel Trio, the Dave MacNab Trio, Ann Dyer & No Good Time Fairies, the Will Bernard Quartet, Anton Schwartz, the Peter Apfelbaum Sextet, Ray Brown's Great Big Band, Ben Goldberg, Tim Volpicella, and many others.
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