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Jazz Pick of the Week: Alan Pasqua Trio


Alan Pasqua quietly does everything. After studying with Jaki Byard and George Russell, as a young snip he landed the keyboard chair with Tony Williams' raging Lifetime, and subsequently worked with a full spectrum of rock monsters from Bob Dylan to Sammy Hagar, fusionistos from Stanley Clarke to Larry Carlton, and soundtrackers from John Williams to Quincy Jones. He even wrote the CBS Evening News theme. Close to Pasqua's heart, though, has always been the old-fashioned notion of a thoughtful guy at an acoustic piano, the latest realization of which is My New Old Friend (Cryptogramophone), where he spreads his cloudlike touch over standards (a deconstructed "All the Things You Are") and sunset-tinted originals ("Highway 14"). The fragile intuition of drummer Peter Erskine and the simpatico resiliency of bassist Darek Oles support him both on record and onstage. 
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