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by Kirk Silsbee

May 12, 2005    

Jazz Critic's Choice: Alan Pasqua Trio

When singer Sheila Jordan comes to L.A., she wants two things: a clean hotel room and Alan Pasqua at the piano.  No wonder.  Pasqua is one of the most harmonically inventive pianists anywhere.  On his own gigs, he prefers working in a low-dynamic format, where the subtleties and tonal color variations in his work are quietly staggering.  This is not music to carry on a conversation to; if you don't pay attention, you'll miss it.  Pasqua has an exceptional new trio album, My New Old Friend (Cryptogramophone) that lives up to all the high standards-musical, production, and packaging-that the label has set for itself.  (Note to single men: if you're having trouble closing the deal on a date, use this CD.)  Pasqua's in the unimpeachable company of bassist Darek Oles and drummer Peter Erskine.  With these three, the dynamic isn't a soloist with backing players so much as it is a single unit.  Oles complements Pasqua's harmonic daring, adding linear sinew to the bottom. Erskine is nothing less than a poet with sticks and brushes: providing rhythmic variation, varying texture and controlled push.  Pasqua brings the trio to Barnsdall Theatre Friday and it should be quite special.  
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