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On this unabashedly pretty CD, pianist Alan Pasqua plays to his strengths; an affinity for melodic improvisation and a warm, expressive sound.  An exuberant cover of "You Must Believe In Spring" salutes Bill Evans, whose lyricism and taste are often reflected throughout the session.  The prevalent mood on My New Old Friend is bittersweet, as the
pianist strives to avoid excessive sentimentality. On "You Must Believe In Spring" and "Body And Soul," Pasqua opens up and reworks familiar melodies.  His spare arrangement of Jimmy Webb's "Wichita Lineman" uses tension and release, as well as unexpected harmonies to reinvent the song.

Evans influence surfaces again in the balance and interplay exhibited by the trio.  Bassist Darek Oles provides thoughtful, lyrical solos while complementing Peter Erskine's light touch and subtle drumming. Erskine's rapport with Pasqua reflects their history together, including their co-led working trio.  Upbeat, playful versions of "All The Things You Are" and Pasqua's "Stick Slap" allow Erskine and Oles to assert themselves.
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