My New Old Friend musician biographies

New Jersey born Alan Pasqua (piano) received his Bachelors Degree in Jazz Studies from the New England Conservatory. While performing a concert at Carnegie Hall, Alan met drummer Tony Williams, who asked him to join “The New Tony Williams Lifetime” along with guitarist Allan Holdsworth. After recording two Lifetime albums for Columbia Records, Alan relocated to Los Angeles, where he played with Eddie Money’s band, garnered a coveted spot in Bob Dylan’s band, and ultimately joined Santana. In the late 80s, Alan teamed up with guitarist Dann Huff to form the rock band “Giant” which scored a hit with “I’ll See You In My Dreams,” penned by Alan. He has worked with composers such as John Williams, Quincy Jones and Henry Mancini on motion picture soundtracks, and composed the score to the Adam Sandler film The Waterboy. 
No stranger to the jazz world, Alan Pasqua has played and recorded with the likes of Joe Henderson, Stanley Clarke, Gary Burton, Gary Peacock, Eddie Daniels, Dave Weckl, Tom Scott, John Patitucci, Reggie Workman, The Thad Jones/Mel Lewis Jazz Orchestra, Sam Rivers, Sheila Jordan, Narada Michael Walden, Les McCann, Stan Kenton and Don Ellis. His two CD releases Milagro and Dedications, featuring Jack Dejohnette, Paul Motian, Dave Holland and the Brecker Brothers, hit the top of the jazz charts. Alan also co-leads a trio with drummer Peter Erskine. The trio has released Live at Rocco and Badlands, both on the Fuzzy Music label, and contributed to the Music of Eric von Essen trilogy for Cryptogramophone.
Currently, Alan Pasqua is an Assistant Professor in Jazz Studies at USC’s Thornton School of Music.

Peter Erskine (drums/percussion) began his career at 18 with the Stan Kenton Orchestra, and has since played with Weather Report and Steps Ahead, the big bands of Maynard Ferguson, Bob Mintzer and Kenny Wheeler, ensembles such as the BBC Symphony Orchestra, Ensemble Modern London Symphony and the L.A. Philharmonic, popular musicians like Steely Dan, Joni Mitchell, the Yellowjackets and Diana Krall, and many others; all told, Erskine has played on over 400 albums. He leads his own trio which records for ECM and owns the record label Fuzzy Music. Erskine tours and teaches extensively, and has won numerous awards for his work, including a Grammy, the Modern Drummer Reader Poll/Mainstream Jazz Drummer category (6 times), and an Honorary Doctor of Music degree from the Berklee School of Music. His latest book, "Drumset Essentials Vol. 1,” is being published by Alfred Music, and Hudson Music has released his performance video "Peter Erskine Trio, Live at JazzBaltica." Peter’s newest recording is Cologne with Bill Dobbins & John Goldsby.
After years in spent in rock and blues bands, Polish bassist Darek "Oles" Oleszkiewicz turned to jazz in the early 1980's, when he participated in various festivals and national competitions. Darek was the most awarded musician at the 1983 Jazz Juniors in Krakow; later that year he was invited by Polish jazz legend Jan Ptaszyn Wroblewski to join the saxophonist's quartet on tour. In the following five years Darek worked steadily with some of the best jazz bands in Poland and recorded for numerous labels, radio and television stations in Poland and abroad. Darek has toured internationally and performed at major festivals, concerts and jazz venues around the world.
Since moving to Los Angeles on a full scholarship to the California Institute of the Arts (where he has taught since 1992), Darek has become one of the most sought-after bassists on the West Coast. A partial list of his collaborators include: Brad Mehldau, Billy Higgins, Pat Metheny, Joe Lovano, Charles Lloyd, John Abercrombie, Bennie Maupin, Lee Konitz, Dave Grusin, Art Farmer, Horace Silver, Alice Coltrane, Ravi Coltrane, James Newton, Arthur Blythe, Lew Tabackin, Toshiko Akiyoshi, Marian McPartland, Bob Brookmeyer, Billy Childs, Bob Sheppard, Joe LaBarbera, Bennie Golson, Terri Lyne Carrington, Terry Gibbs and the Los Angeles Jazz Quartet With these and many others artists Darek has recorded approximately 80 compact discs and performed hundreds of concerts throughout America, Europe and Asia. Several of those recordings were nominated for Grammy Awards. In 2003, Darek was also nominated to Fryderyk's Awards in Poland in the category "Jazz Musician of the Year".

Darek's first recording project as a leader, Like A Dream with Brad Mehldau and Bennie Maupin, was released by Cryptogramophone Records in 2004.
