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A veteran of numerous domestic and European tours as well as over fifty recordings, 
Alex Cline (drums/percussion) has contributed to the music of such artists as Vinny Golia, Julius Hemphill, Tim Berne, Quartet Music, John Carter, Bobby Bradford, Richard Grossman, and Charlie Haden, as well as numerous dancers and dance companies. Aside from his presence in Mr. Golia’s ensembles, some of the settings in which he can currently be heard are the G.E. Stinson Group, the Jeff Gauthier Goatette, the Bobby Bradford Mo’tet, Gregg Bendian’s Interzone, the Don Preston Trio and the European group Shooting Stars and Traffic Lights. As the leader of his own group, the Alex Cline Ensemble, he can be heard on the ECM album The Lamp and the Star, the 9 Winds CD Montsalvat and the Cryptogramophone CDs Sparks Fly Upward and The Constant Flame.
G.E. Stinson (electric guitar) co-founded the seminal fusion-world music group Shadowfax, with which he performed and composed on seven recordings and toured worldwide, receiving a Grammy Award in 1988. 1990 brought the formation of the G.E. Stinson Group in Los Angeles, the first of many collaborations that would lead to Stinson becoming a prominent member of the LA new music community. Among these projects are Unique Cheerful Events (an improvising collective), guitar duets with Nels Cline; the Alex Cline Ensemble, Splinter Group, A Thousand Other Names, and recording projects with the Wayne Peet Trio and Adam Rudolph. Stinson’s most recent CD as a leader is Vapor on Ecstatic Peace. In 2003, Cryptogramophone released Bone Structure, a series of muscular improvisations with Stinson, Jeff Gauthier, Steuart Liebig and Gregg Bendian.
Miya Masaoka (electric koto) has created works for koto, laser interfaces, laptop and video and written scores for ensembles, chamber orchestras and mixed choirs. In her performance pieces she has investigated the sound and movement of insects, as well as the physiological responses of plants, the human brain, and her own body. She has developed a virtuosic and innovative approach to the koto, including improvisation and expanding the instrument into a virtual space using computer, lasers, live sampling, and real time processing. Miya Masaoka has recorded in collabaration with such musicians as James Newton, George Lewis, Vijay Iyer, Peter Kowald, Fred Frith, Henry Kaiser and Steve Coleman, and with her own trio, including Andrew Cyrille and Reggie Workman.
Vocalist Kaoru has developed a unique style by which she processes her own multilingual vocals through a variety of electronic effects to achieve beautiful, otherworldly sounds and timbres. She is an ongoing collaborator with G.E. Stinson, and has recorded with Stinson as part of his projects Coded Source, Splinter Group and A Thousand Other Names. Kaoru appears on the Brad Dutz albums Krin and Making Ice, and contributed her voice to the Alex Cline Ensemble’s The Constant Flame (Cryptogramophone). She has released four solo albums in Japan, the United Kingdom and the US.  
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