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Alex Cline, Kaoru, Miya Masaoka, G.E. Stinson
Cloud Plate
June 25, 2005
By Glenn Astarita
Koto master Miya Masaoka is no stranger to combining the sounds of the Orient with jazz-tinted improvisation ensembles. With Kaoru’s visceral chants, Alex Cline’s multihued percussion, and G.E. Stinson’s airy guitar parts, the band’s game plan bespeaks a transcendental aura. Enhanced by this record label's patented sonic excellence, the musicians proceed to bridge ambient soundscapes with a rising tide that serves as a paradigm of sorts. It’s difficult to classify, but that’s part of the beauty, as the listener’s imagination will be taken to a far away place that is largely indescribable.
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