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Selected Press Quotes on The Giant Pin
“Incorporating undulating waves of pure texture, metal-loud drum beats, and distortion-laden guitar—as well as minimalist, floating soundscapes—with traditional jazz vernacular and improvisational structures, the Nels Cline Singers have done what all of jazz’s pantheon are honored for trying: they’ve stepped forward into the future of sound. Without a single word…This is a phenomenal album of exceptional depth, successful in both conception and execution.” 
-Franz A. Matzner, All About Jazz, 2/04

“Four stars (out of 5)… That The Nels Cline Singers can move between the outlandish and the soft-spoken indicates a well-grounded sense of communication between the band members.”


-John Ephland, Downbeat, 11/04

“Cline launches into free-wheeling improvisation territory on The Giant Pin that is at once
angular, sweet, bristling, assaultive and gripping…Cline's guitar voice speaks in many tongues - lyrical single-note picking, straight-up strumming, metal-infused bashing, geometric searching - on a disc that rewards with adventure and surprise.”


-Billboard, 11/04
“Guitarist Cline is a charter member of the Southland's minimal jazz avant-garde, crossing easily from improvisational music to edgy contemporary rock. Iconoclasm reigns in this second album from the Singers…there are intriguing musical pleasures to be found in tracks that rove between progressive rock, electronica, hypnotic grooves and straight-ahead jazz.”


-Don Heckman, Los Angeles Times, 1/05
“The Giant Pin…looks to be one of Cline’s strongest artistic statements yet. By now he’s successfully reconciled his multi-directional passions into a music that can embrace elegance, wildness, drama, technical poise, and skillfully deployed electric noise. No question about it, this is an album with creative and emotional depth, a wide sonic palette, and a ton of heart. Fellow guitarists will be inspired and humbled.”
- Rob Cambre, Where Y’At, 10/04

“The Giant Pin may very well be Cline's strongest record, and coincidentally, one of the most beautiful in terms of packaging you're likely to see on the market. A "must-have" for fans of boundary-pushing music, one can only hope that Cline's new responsibilities as a full-time member of Wilco will not restrict his opportunities to work with this highly intuitive group.”


-Jay Collins, One Final Note, 10/04
“Indie rock fans looking for an easy entrance to the contemporary creative jazz world couldn't ask for a finer album to open that door. Previous converts to Nels Cline's brand of sonic mayhem will be delighted with this installment of his current trio's output.”

-Troy Collins, Junkmedia.org, 8/04

“Cline and company conjure up oddly compelling forms ranging from haunting and ethereal jazzistry to monstrously massive nuevo-metal noise sculptures. Lots of effects are on display here—including killer Echoplex, feedback, and harmonizer sounds—but they are masterfully played like instruments and function as an integral part of the music.”

-Barry Cleveland, Guitar Player, 10/04
 “The latest effort by his ironically named instrumental trio is an impressive work that weds jazz's harmonic sophistication to rock 'n' roll's physical impact without short-changing either genre.”


-Bill Meyer, Chicago Tribune, 11/04
 “Cline's a brilliant musician, and he's confident enough to surround himself with other very talented performers. (Devin) Hoff shines with both his fingers and his bow…(Scott Amendola) doesn't take over any particular track, but he's an integral part of all of them…the Nels Cline Singers do their best work when they're freaking out…this jazzy, technically proficient group can just plain rock.”

-Justin Cober-Lake, Stylus, 11/04
“As Cline himself admits, this album is something of a consummation, a taking stock of the multiple styles and approaches he and his mates have developed over the years…Cline’s technique still dazzles, his incorporation of electronics and loops still unsettles, his phrasing is still wonderfully provocative, and the sheer force of the trio still overwhelms.”


-Jason Bivins, Signal to Noise, Fall 2004
 “Cline has fused his jazz and rock interests before but The Giant Pin takes both poles to heretofore untouched extremes--especially at the low-volume end of the spectrum. Stark stylistic and dynamic contrasts pervade the album, yet the transitions are smooth. …whether Cline will continue to cleave himself from the gigging life remains to be seen, but for now he's handling the balancing act quite nicely.”


-Sam Ubl, Pitchforkmedia.com, 11/04
“Eclectic guitar ace Nels Cline chafes at stylistic constraints. Cline has played jazz, alternative/indie rock, and free improv. His latest, with his all-instrumental Singers band, emanates from the area where these seemingly disparate spheres overlap… What makes The Giant Pin such a cathartic listen is the intense focus and restraint the principals bring to the table as well as their contrasts of "noise" and muted understatement. Electric guitar-heads take note.”


 -Mark Keresman, Jazziz, 1/05
“When Hoff extends his arco textures and Amendola adds loops and treatments to his crisp percussive attack, the largely improvised music can sound like an audiophile pile-up of My Bloody Valentine, Neil Young, and Karlheinz Stockhausen. In addition to making glorious noise, the trio also gingerly negotiates complex harmonic changes and improvised spirals at lesser volumes, occasionally nodding to a not-quite-mainstream where Jim Hall would almost feel comfortable.”

-Derk Richardson, The Absolute Sound, Winter 2004
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