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Nels Cline Singers 

The Giant Pin

By Don Heckman, Jazz Spotlight, Sunday Calendar

Call me irresponsible. At least that's the line from the song that came to my mind looking back at a full list of the jazz and world music albums released in 2004. But irresponsibility isn't the problem. The truth is that so many CDs are coming down the pike that it's virtually impossible to give equal attention to every deserving disc. So, in retrospect, here are a few that didn't make the original cut but should not be overlooked.

Nels Cline Singers
"The Giant Pin" (Cryptogramophone)

Guitarist Cline is a charter member of the Southland's minimal jazz avant-garde, crossing easily from improvisational music to edgy contemporary rock. Iconoclasm reigns in this second album from the Singers (who, in appropriately ironic fashion, consist only of instrumentalists — Devin Hoff, bass, and Scott Amendola, drums). There are intriguing musical pleasures to be found in tracks that rove between progressive rock, electronica, hypnotic grooves and straight-ahead jazz.
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