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Recently recruited by Wilco, avant garde jazz guitarist Nels Cline continues the documentation of his own work by delivering this second outing from his instrumental trio, the ironically titled - The Nels Cline Singers. Mining territory as wide ranging as ambient free form ballads to tightly structured rock based song forms, it's easy to see why Jeff Tweedy wanted him in the band. One listen to The Giant Pin however, and one is likely to ask why Sonic Youth didn't ask for him first.

No stranger to the indie rock world, Cline has been a collaborator with such luminaries as Mike Watt, Thurston Moore and Carla Bozulich. Therefore, rock structured pieces like "Fly Fly" and "Square King" tread fearlessly and knowingly into frenzied Sonic Youth-esque territory while others like "Watch Over Us" trade feedback and squall for delicacy and gentleness. Slow building cuts like "He Still Carries a Torch For Her" exemplify the trio's varied aesthetic. Building gradually from a somber melodic figure to layers of epic distortion and feedback, the trio pulls off what is ostensibly an electric free-jazz power ballad. Imagine Godspeed You Black Emperor! with jazz improvisation and you'd be in the proverbial ballpark.

Indie rock fans looking for an easy entrance to the contemporary creative jazz world couldn't ask for a finer album to open that door. Previous converts to Nels Cline's brand of sonic mayhem will be delighted with this installment of his current trio's output.
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