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THE NELS CLINE SINGERS – The Giant Pin
Featuring our fave west coast guitar hero Nels Cline on various guitars & effects, Devin Hoff on contrabass & Scott Amendola on drums, percussion, loops & treatments plus Jon Brion on assorted keyboards. Its been a while since that last Nels Cline Singers CD came out and in the interim, Nels has become a full-time member of Wilco, that immensely popular and controversial post roots/rock band that folks either love or ignore. The Nels Cline Singers are an extremely diverse instrumental trio that slip between and/or combine various genres - jazz/rock/noise/space... 'the giant pin' is over 73 minutes long and covers a lot of territory. Nels dedicates "Blues, Too" to jazz guitar icon Jim Hall and does a beautiful job of combining Jim Hall's delicate touch with John McLaughlin's fleeting flash of notes. "Fly Fly" erupts at lightning speed right from the beginning, the trio play astonishingly tight as Nels and Devin on bowed bass whip out a number of explosive solos, Nel changing his tone in each section. "He Still Carries a Torch for Her" is a rather hypnotic (Sonic Youth-like) rock tune with some tasty noise soloing from Nels on tortured guitar and Scott on warped electronics. "The Ballad of Devin Hoff" is a breathtaking and lovely feature for Devin's superb acoustic bass with Nels playing sublimely behind him, they rock out that delightful melody in the second half just right and had me humming along. "The Friar" evokes mysterious ghosts with Nels' effects, Devin's eerie bass and Scott's electronics & percussion. Nels dedicates "Something About David H." for an old friend (David Hirschman) who died way too young and it is indeed one of Nels' finest moments - an incredibly touching and haunting portrait of a fallen hero. The repeating melody and passionate solo by Nels actually brought me to tears. The trio gets to show off their most impressive jazz chops on "Bight Moon", which begins freely and evolves into a song with a great, dreamy melody. Both Nels and Scott are masters of spooky soundscapes with their selective effects and electronics. "Square King" is an intoxicating post-surf rockin' instrumental with some twisted bowed bass and intense, twisted guitar solos. "Spell" is a like a minimalist painting with notes drifting on wide open spaces, whispered effects and electronic fragments float freely, creating suspense. This is by far the best "guitar/power trio" effort of the year, at least until that new Scorch Trio comes out.
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