The Giant Pin Band Bios
"If Scott Amendola didn't exist the San Francisco music scene would have to invent him." Derk Richardson, SF Bay Guardian 

"Scott Amendola be trippin'. His sound is like being slapped in the face with a rare steak doused in a great wine sauce. Get messy...".Greg Burk, LA Weekly
Since landing in San Francisco in 1992, Scott Amendola has been nominated for a Grammy with the band T.J. Kirk, recorded three records with Charlie Hunter for Blue Note, toured the world and appeared on national television with The Charlie Hunter Quartet, formed his own inventive, house-packing quintet, and has recorded or performed with dozens of musicians, including Bill Frisell, John Zorn, Tony Furtado, Noe Venable and Jacky Terrasson, among many others. Amendola's inspiration stems from such stylistic influences as African music, jazz, blues, spirituals, rock, and the avant garde. Scott has never been satisfied with just being a masterful drummer. He has spent his career pushing music in new directions; most notably with his latest project: The Scott Amendola Band, for which the bandleader composes and arranges all the music. The self-titled debut CD features Jenny Scheinman on violin, guitarist Dave Mac Nab, bassist Todd Sickafoose, and Eric Crystal on reeds. Scott’s music ranges from hard-hitting grooves to lush ballads, and from his original compositions to covers by such artists as Jimi Hendrix, Fela, and Nick Drake. 
"One thing for certain, the music doesn’t sound quite like anything else," describes Steven Raphael of Modern Drummer magazine. "There is a phenomenal interaction of five distinct musical voices. Amendola and his hand-picked crew take responsive improvisation to new heights.” For Amendola, "it’s all about improvisation and opening up the music so that anything can happen." Just as importantly, Scott strives to create a "band sound," a oneness among the players that at once challenges and complements each musician. Once the band is in that deep pocket, the audience can't help feeling it. 

In addition to his own new release, some other recent recordings that Scott can be heard on are: The Nels Cline Singers Instrumentals (Cryptogramophone), Jenny Scheinman Quartet Live at Yoshi’s (Tzadik), The Tony Furtado Band (Cojema), Jim Campilongo’s Live at the Du Nord (Ethic), Noe Venable’s Boots (Petrydish), Paul Sprawl’s Blue Suitcase (Intuition), and Paul Plimley’s Safe-Crackers (Victo). Over the past ten years Scott has toured, recorded, or performed with Bill Frisell, Dave Liebman, John Zorn, Wadada Leo Smith, Jacky Terrasson, Shweta Jhaveri, Larry Goldings, Sex Mob, Robin Holcomb and the Joe Goode Dance Group, Wayne Horvitz, Johnny Griffin, Viktor Krauss, Paul Plimley, Tony Furtado, Jack Walrath, Julian Priester, Sonny Simmons, ROVA Saxophone Quartet, Pat Martino, Nels Cline, Peter Apfelbaum, Jim Campilongo, Bobby Black, Paul McCandless, Ben Goldberg, Mark Turner, Michael Franti, Primus, Nina Hagen, Phil Lesh, Leight and Matt from Six Pence None the Richer, and others, and has toured extensively throughout Europe, North America, and Australia.
Devin Hoff, contrabassist, has played thousands of shows, everything from punk clubs to major jazz festivals throughout the U.S., Europe, and India. He has worked with a wide range of artists including Vijay Iyer, Nels Cline, Scarnella, John Tchichai, Don Moye, Ben Goldberg, Ron Miles, Hugh Ragin, Idris Ackamoor, Scott Amendola, Graham Connah and many others. In addition he has recorded on dozens of CDs as well as several radio, film and television projects. Recent releases of note include the eponymous debut CD from Good For Cows (duo with drummer Ches Smith, on Evander Records), the new Graham Connah CD, The Only Song We Know (also on Evander), and the new Nels Cline Singers release, The Giant Pin; new recordings are due out soon with Good For Cows.
Producer, songwriter, and multi-instrumentalist Jon Brion grew up in a musical family: his father was director of the Yale concert and marching bands, his mother sang in jazz bands, and his siblings were both avid music students. Brion attended special education class at Hamden High School in New Haven, CT. Moving to Boston in 1987, the young musician formed bonds with producer Mike Denneen and 'Til Tuesday vocalist Aimee Mann. Also while there, Brion tuned his improvisational musical abilities. This proficiency led to increasingly frequent studio work on the West Coast, eventually resulting in his move to L.A. While in California, he and Jellyfish guitarist Jason Falkner formed the Grays, an underground superstar group which released the 1994 album Ro Sham Bo, before quickly fading as the other members (Falkner, Dan McCarroll, and Buddy Judge) went on to individual musical success. Throughout the '90s, Brion found himself increasingly in demand in the studio, producing and collaborating on albums by Aimee Mann, Fiona Apple, Rufus Wainwright, David Byrne, and the Eels and soundtracks including the Grammy-nominated Magnolia. 

In addition to his prolific studio work, Jon Brion also has held a long-term position as "the house band" Friday nights at the high-profile Hollywood nightclub Largo. At his live shows, the crowd can expect anything from guest appearances by Aimee Mann, Michael Stipe, Elvis Costello, T-Bone Burnett, or Grant Lee Phillips, and Brion is infamous for making up songs on the spot (often from titles shouted from the audience). He also is beloved for his quirky cover versions of songs by Cheap Trick, the Beatles, and Cole Porter, proudly likening his on-stage antics to "spraying musical Raid on the classics, until each dying song flips on its back and wiggles its little musical legs in surrender." Whatever music he was involved in, his eclectic touch undeniably shaped the sound of many progressive alternative musicians throughout the '90s.
(Adapted from the All Music Guide’s bio written by Zac Johnson)

Greg Saunier, who adds wordless vocals to The Giant Pin’s “He Still Carries a Torch for Her,” is the drummer for the Bay Area based indie-rock band Deerhoof. Greg is famous for playing his gigs while sitting on a short milk crate, and for doing more with a bass drum, snare and high-hat than Neil Peart does with his entire 2,000-piece kit. Nels and Greg were first introduced when Deerhoof played with Scarnella in San Francisco. Obviously smitten with the band, Nels wrote the liner notes for Deerhoof’s 2003 album Apple O’.  
