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Darek Oles (whose full last name is Oleszkiewicz) is such a dependable and flexible bassist that he is easy to take for granted.  His tone is so warm that one wonders why all acoustic bassists do not sound that way, and his ability to play creatively in settings ranging from swing and bop to free form seems so natural that one rarely thinks of it as unusual, though it is.

Born in Poland, Oles has been an important if often unheralded part of the jazz scene in Los Angeles since 1988, both as a player and an educator.  In addition to playing at one time or another with most of the top local jazz musicians, he has worked with Pat Metheny, Lee Konitz, John Abercrombie, Charles Lloyd and Bob Brookmeyer among others.

With the exception of a version of "You Don't Know What Love Is" (which is played here in 7/4 time), all of the music on Like A Dream was composed by Oles.  The first five selections have him sharing the spotlight on a miniset of sensitive duets with pianist Brad Mehldau.  The interplay between the musicians often finds them thinking as one, creating thoughtful music full of subtlety even on the medium-tempo "Blues For Eden."

In addition, Oles is featured on two laidback selections with the Los Angeles Jazz Quartet (which also includes tenor-saxophonist Chuck Manning, guitarist Larry Koonse and drummer Mark Ferber) and three selections (including the three-part "Conclusion") in a trio with pianist Adam Benjamin and drummer Nate Wood; Bennie Maupin is added to "Conclusion Part Two" on tenor.  In each case the music is lyrical, melodic, a bit unpredictable and somewhat soothing.

Although this set would have benefited from including a couple uptempo pieces for variety, perhaps that would have seemed jarring and not that connected with the title of the CD, Like A Dream.  Overall this is an impressive outing, a highly recommended project that alerts us to how lucky we are to have Darek Oles playing regularly in the Los Angeles area. 
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