Like a Dream musician bios
Brad Mehldau, born August 23, 1970, has recorded and performed extensively since the early 1990’s.  Mehldau’s most consistent output over the years has taken place in a trio with bassist Larry Grenadier and drummer Jorge Rossy; since 1996, they have released a series of five records on the Warner Brothers label entitled The Art of the Trio.  Mehldau also has a solo piano recording entitled Elegiac Cycle, and a record called Places that includes both solo piano and trio songs. There is also Largo, a collaborative effort with the brilliant musician and producer Jon Brion. Mehldau’s most recent release, Anything Goes, is a return to the trio format.
Mehldau has performed around the world at a steady pace since the mid-nineties, with his trio, and as a solo pianist. His performances convey a wide range of expression. There is often an intellectual rigor to the continuous process of abstraction that may take place on a given tune, and a certain density of information. That could be followed by a stripped down, emotionally direct ballad. Mehldau favors juxtaposing extremes. He has attracted a sizeable following over the years, one that has grown to expect a singular, intense experience in his performance.
In addition to playing and recording with his trio and solo, Mehldau has performed and recorded with a number of great jazz musicians, including a rewarding gig with saxophonist Joshua Redman’s band for two years, recording and concerts with Charlie Haden and Lee Konitz, and recording as a sideman with the likes of Wayne Shorter, John Scofield, and Charles Lloyd. For more than a decade, he has played and recorded with guitarists Peter Bernstein and Kurt Rosenwinkel, and tenor saxophonist Mark Turner. Mehldau has also appeared on a number of recordings outside of the jazz idiom, like Willie Nelson’s Teatro and singer-songwriter Joe Henry’s Scar. His music has appeared in several movies, including Stanley Kubrick’s ‘Eyes Wide Shut’ and Wim Wender’s ‘Million Dollar Hotel.’ He composed an original soundtrack for the French film ‘Ma Femme Est Une Actrice.’ Mehldau’s latest project is a work commissioned by Carnegie Hall for voice and piano, to be performed in the spring of 2005, with the great classical soprano, Renee Fleming


 (adapted from Brad Mehldau’s website)
Tenor saxophonist Chuck Manning has performed in the Los Angeles area for twenty years. He has worked with Carl Burnett, Bobby Bradford, and has recorded many albums as both a leader and sideman. He is a member of the Los Angeles Jazz Quartet and leads his own groups as well. He has completed several tours of Europe. 

(taken from www.gerardhagen.com)

A native New Yorker, pianist Adam Benjamin was educated at the Eastman School of Music in New York and the California Institute of the Arts in Los Angeles. He has had the privilege of performing with jazz greats such as Charlie Haden, Bob Brookmeyer and Benny Carter, and enjoyed tours of Europe and television appearances with modern rock band Ear 2000. In addition to Wendel-Endsley Group, Adam now leads the Adam Benjamin Trio, and self-produces a series of Multi-Media Solo Piano Mega-Events. 

(taken from www.kneebody.com) 
Growing up in the San Francisco Bay Area, Mark Ferber began his musical studies on the piano at the age of four.  He was introduced to drumming and percussion shortly thereafter.   He has maintained a very busy playing schedule in Europe and on both the west and east coast.  A partial list of his playing credits include Lee Konitz, David Liebman, Don Byron, Norah Jones, Kenny Werner, Steve Swallow, Fred Hersch and Larry Goldings.  Mark can be heard on recent recordings with various artists on Soul Note, Fresh Sound/New Talent, Sunnyside, Omnitone and Sirocco Records.  In addition to performing, Mark works as a clinician and has conducted master classes throughout the United States and abroad.  He is a part time faculty member for the City College of New York and the School of Improvisational Music.  Currently, Mark resides in Brooklyn, New York.

Born into a musical family, Larry Koonse has been playing the guitar since he was seven years old. At the age of fifteen he recorded an album with his father, guitarist Dave Koonse, entitled "Dave and Larry Koonse; father and son jazz guitars." In 1984, Larry was the first recipient of a BM in Jazz Studies at the University of Southern California. The founder of the Player's School, the renown bassist Jeff Berlin, contacted Larry in 1995 to write a guitar curriculum which is currently used for their program. 

Since his graduation, Larry has toured extensively as a member of the John Dankworth quartet, backing up Cleo Laine. He has also toured with Mel Torme, Terry Gibbs, Bob Brookmeyer, Billy Childs, Warne Marsh and was a featured performer with the Percy Faith Orchestra on a tour of Japan. At the invitation of Nelson Mandela and UNICEF, Larry traveled to South Africa to perform for the first annual SAMIX festival with the Steve Houghton quintet. He also performed with Gary Willis in Sao Paulo for a government sponsored concert at SESC Ipiranga. In his travels, he has performed at Carnegie Hall, the Academy of Music, the Sydney Opera House, and has been a featured soloist with the L.A. Philharmonic, the Philadelphia Orchestra and many other orchestras throughout the world. Larry has recorded with Cleo Laine, Al Hirt, Jimmy Rowles, Lee Konitz, Alan Broadbent, Ray Brown, Bob Brookmeyer, Bill Perkins, Mel Torme, Toots Thielemanns, Warne Marsh, Bob Sheppard and many other jazz artists. He is currently co-leading the L.A. Jazz Quartet which released their fourth CD, Conversation Piece (NAXOS Records) in September, 2000. The quartet's first three CD's Astarte (GOWI), Look To the East (NAXOS) and Family Song (NTR), have received critical acclaim for their originality and musical depth. Larry's debut solo recording Americana is available through Jazz Compass (www.jazzcompass.com), an online record label that Larry co-founded with Joe La Barbera, Tom Warrington, and Clay Jenkins. Larry has been a faculty member at the California Institute of the Arts since 1990. 

(taken from www.gerardhagen.com)

Nate Wood (drums) graduated from the California Institute of the Arts, where he studied with Jazz greats such as Charlie Haden and Joe Labarbara. Since graduating Nate has toured the world many times over with pop/rock band The Calling. Nate has also had the privilege of working with such acts as Chaka Khan, Melvin Davis (Chaka's virtuoso bass player) as well as many of LA's smooth jazz luminaries. On top of being an active session player, Nate has recently completed his first solo album featuring his own compositions and him playing all the instruments. 


(taken from www.kneebody.com)
Bennie Maupin is best known for his association with Herbie Hancock and his atmospheric bass clarinet playing on Miles Davis' classic Bitches Brew album. Maupin started playing saxophone in high school, later adding flute and, most notably, the bass clarinet to his formidable arsenal of reed instruments. Upon moving to New York in 1963, he freelanced with groups led by Marion Brown and Pharoah Sanders, played regularly with Roy Haynes and Horace Silver, and recorded with McCoy Tyner, Lee Morgan, Jack DeJohnette and Woody Shaw. 
After touring and recording four albums with Miles Davis, he went on to play with pianists Chick Corea and Andrew Hill, and joined Herbie Hancock's sextet in 1970. He played with the edition of the Hancock band which recorded the influential album Headhunters, and continued with Hancock’s group when it transformed into a funk band. 
Maupin's own discography as a leader includes an early well-reviewed disc for ECM Records, Jewel in the Lotus (1974), and his most recent release, Driving While Black (Intuition, 1998). Maupin's current ensemble hearkens back to the tradition of the great saxophone-bass-drums trios of Sonny Rollins with Wilbur Ware and Elvin Jones, as well as more contemporary saxophone stylists such as Lew Tabackin, David Murray, and Julius Hemphill. 
(taken from www.dacamera.org)
