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Rising Star
Cellist Erik Friedlander has enjoyed considerable success on New York’s underground downtown jazz scene thanks to his red-hot improvisation and innovative instrumentation, but now he’s getting mainstream exposure and widespread critical acclaim, too. In May, his score to the two-part documentary series Kingdom of David: The Saga of the Israelites could be heard nationwide on PBS-TV stations. Meanwhile, the 2003 Downbeat Critics Poll named him as the No. 1 rising star in the miscellaneous instruments category. 
