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Selected Quotes on Erik Friedlander and TOPAZ

“…a heady mix of avant-garde jazz and mid eastern rhythms blended with a modern classical feel.  Throughout, Friedlander soars, as the exquisite sonority of his instrument along with his exceptional compositional skills unfold.” – Elliott Simon, All About Jazz – New York

“Friedlander has quickly established himself as a potential innovator, playing with the ease and swing of a wind instrument player. Even more importantly, he has brought a cutting edge, imaginative sensibility to his music, refusing to be restricted by the blues and standards of much straight-ahead jazz." -- Don Heckman, The Los Angeles Times
“Apparently Erik Friedlander doesn't feel challenged by the thought of being the best cellist in jazz. Instead, he seems to focus on participating in the most interesting projects he can find...Friedlander is a bandleader to watch." -- Bill Bennett, JazzTimes
“Balkan melodies morph into street-funk and back, as Friedlander’s versatile quartet, Topaz, featuring saxophonist Andy Laster, toss around the focus. The byplay between Friedlander and Laster is spectacular, so telepathic that often it’s hard to tell which is the cello and which is the sax.” - Seth Rogovoy, THE BEAT
“Black-ice slippery and utilizing harmonics and sacattershot melodies, Friedlander and his band Topaz create continually fresh and challenging music--and it's always enjoyably listenable." -- Rick Koster, DAY (New London, CT)

"No one has made jazz quite like this before. For those inclined to believe the cello might make a fine instrument for ballads and nothing else, guess again. Friedlander's cello burns bright." -- Stewart Oksenhorn, The Aspen Times

"…a cello? It has been tried, but not like this. Erik Friedlander's virtuosity and improvisational powers are stunning, achieving tones and colors many symphonic cellists hear only in their dreams." -- Chris Jorgenses, The Jackson Citizen Patriot
"Credit Erik Friedlander with the latest proof that the jazz cello is very real indeed. He forges his link with earlier practitioners from Oscar Pettiford to Abdul Wadud and beyond. He extends the instrument's domain with his exuberant explorations of diversely influenced improvisational music." -- Drew Wheeler, CDNow 
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