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Joining the Cryptogramophone roster, cellist Erik Friedlander offers Quake, the third release from his Topaz ensemble, with Andy Laster on alto sax, Stomu Takeishi on bass, and Satoshi Takeishi on percussion. Each player is a brilliant stylist in his own right, and this, together with the group’s unique instrumentation, gives Topaz a creative breadth that is genuinely striking. 

Friedlander wrote 10 of the 12 tracks, and many bear a strong Eastern influence. The group interprets ballads by Indian singer Lata Mangeshkar (“Aap Ki”) and Iranian icon Googoosh (“Gol Gham”), and both flow seamlessly with the originals. (Friedlander included another Googoosh song, “Sahel Va Danya,” on the previous Topaz disc, Skin.) If Topaz has a signature sound, however, it can be heard on the title track, a propulsive, tribal-sounding groove, bracingly complex yet joyful. Comparable feels emerge on the opener, “Consternation,” as well as “Biscuits” and “Wire.” But Friedlander also revels in his free jazz affinities: witness Laster’s soaring solo on “Beauty Beauty” and the heated collective improvisation of “Bedlam.”

Ultimately, Quake succeeds on the strength of its abundant timbres: Friedlander’s arco and pizzicato tones, Stomu’s cushiony fretless bass and experimental sonics (heard to great advantage on the closing “Fig”), and Saroshi’s rainbow of percussion merge with the more familiar jazz sound of Laster’s alto. “Sainted,” and enchanting modernist chorale for cello and sax, presents listeners with yet another texture, one that stands apart from the rest of the program. 
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