Quake Bios

Satoshi Takeishi was born in Mito, Japan. After studying at Berklee College of Music in Boston, he traveled to South America where he spent four years researching the native folk music in Colombia. He has played with the composer Francisco Zumaque, The National Symphony of Bogota and also with various local native musicians. Since returning to the United States, Satoshi has been working as a drummer and a percussionist with musicians such as Nestor Torres, Ray Barretto, Carlos "Patato" Valdes, Herbie Mann, Paul Winter Consort, Rabih Abou-Khalil and the Eliane Elias trio.

Andy Laster is a multi-instrumentalist who plays alto and baritone saxophone, flute and clarinet. His most recent release as a leader is Window Silver Bright which was released on New World Records May 2002. He also composes for his band HYDRA, which has released two CDs, including their most recent, Soft Shell, released on Knitting Factory Records. Polyogue, the previous Hydra CD was released on Songlines. Andy was a member of the collective ensemble New & Used, whose recordings include Souvenir and Consensus (Knitting Factory Works). 

Rooted in the jazz tradition, Mr. Laster's episodic compositions explore asymmetrical improvisational structures and their relationship to fully-notated sections. A recent composition is based on the structure of Samuel Beckett's “Sans/Lessness”. This composition, “Interpretations of Lessness”, was released on Songlines in April. 1997. Other projects include performances at P.S. 122 with Dan Froot's Dancing Saxophone Quartet, European and U.S. tours with HYDRA and Orange then Blue, and a recording for ENJA Records with Bobby Previte's Weather Clear, Track Fast. He has also performed with The Julius Hemphill Sextet, Phil Haynes' Four Horns and What?, Hank Roberts Birds of Prey and Lyle Lovett and his Large Band

Electric bassist Stomu Takeishi has recorded and toured with Myra Melford's Crush Trio, Henry Threadgill's Make a Move band, and with the Dave Tronzo's Tronzo Trio. He has recorded with Paul Motian and Mick Goodrick and has performed with Don Cherry, Bob Moses, Dave Liebman, Wynton Marsalis, Randy Brecker, Rasheed Ali, and Leni Stern.
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