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Active Vapor Recovery
Scot Ray Quintet

by John Farley
	The Scot Ray Quintet draws on many influences, hopping from post-modern jazz to post-jazz funk to post-funk rock.  The Quintet serves up the quintessential fusion of free jazz, thundering funk, and epic Mahavishnu-esque rock.  
The comparison to the Mahavishnu Orchestra is hard to ignore, especially regarding the second track.  The guitar-violin connection runs parallel to what John McLaughlin and Jerry Goodman were attempting in the early '70s, but the comparison stops there.  Behind the complex violin/guitar lines runs a tremendous rhythm that may frighten the faint of heart. At the helm, Scot Ray guides the madness with his wavering, powerful trombone blasts. 
The first track, "Three Quarks," is a macabre, thundering side show.  The dark tones and heavy contrabass/trombone collisions stir the imagination and evoke recollections of a lost dream in which maniacal clowns perform an indecent autopsy on your favorite bicycle. Nothing is safe.
	"Above Breath," or Track 2 as some might call it, begins with a trombone soliloquy, a lunatic muttering to himself in semi-musical tones about the coming of the End of the World. Then the End comes. The noise level rises. The distortion is turned to its highest setting, and the minds of men are laid to waste. 
After the devastation, the trombone and contrabass have a riveting conversation about, as far as I can tell, the late comedian, Buddy Hacket, and something to do with a nude picture of Margaret Thatcher. Of course, that's open to interpretation.
Track 3, "Shiny Object," is a rampant escapade through the dark streets of Jazz City. It begins with a lonely and forlorn stroll, then explodes into unbridled jazzdom. Track 4, "In Cleveland," is a funky, soul-driven piece with complex lines that shatter apart the limits of the jazz-funk genre. 
The album continues in such fashion, delving into elements of chamber jazz, carnivalesque freak outs, garage rock, and outlandish funk. If you love experimental music, I would suggest adding this album to your collection.
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