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July 27, 2003

Active Vapor Recovery
Scot Ray Quintet

by Martin Wisckol

Scot Ray Quintet, "Active Vapor Recovery" (Cryptogramophone) - Trombonist Ray, a member of L.A.'s progressive improv scene, delivers a fresh report from jazz's urban front, ranging from menacing metal funk to Monk-meets-Mahavishnu to tender duets to sardonic melodrama. It's a cohesive, distinctive sound in which his arranging talents allow the quintet to sound like a mini-orchestra, with the various pairings and countermelodies key to the rich textures.

The individuals' distinct voices are essential to the sound. Electric guitarist Nels Cline, perhaps the area's most stunning improviser, brings his power chords, noise and tale-spinning solos. Jeff Gauthier's electric violin similarly functions in several roles, both in tandem with others and as a soloist. Bassist Stuart Liebig and drummer Alex Cline are wonderfully elastic, while the solos of Ray, muscular yet restrained, well serve his broader vision of the quintet. Grade: B+ (M.W.)
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