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Active Vapor Recovery
Scot Ray Quintet

by Steve Koenig

The lead trombonist is new to me, but the Nels Cline- Alex Cline- Jeff Gauthier- Steuart Liebig nexus is a known Northwest quantity. That’s electric guitar, drums, contrabass guitar and electric violin, respectively. The bass guitar driven compositions give this a rock/fusiony structure. Zappa and Spirit fans will be delighted. There are great guitar-trombone duos in some of the compositions. The standout tracks are the two extended works, “Man As Kite” and “Trouble With Sugar,” clocking in at eleven and fourteen minutes, but exciting, high energy, rock-informed improvisation is the order of the day. “In Cleveland,” with its great trombone solo and wacky rhythms, make it a great dance numbers for those whose bodies enjoy rhythms more than click tracks. Great title and accompanying illustrations.
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